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Editorial Rotes "matter, and for the sake of His Kingdom 
| “to meditate whether something may not be 
reall done in this direction in other meetings for 
Unum Corpus sumus in Christo. prayer. 


It is with true pleasure that we present on During the Bournemouth Conference the | 
this New Year's Dayto our readers thisSpecial "meetings for prayer followed along “ the line | 
Conference number, The addresses reported °% /east resistance to the Holy Ghost.” After | 
in it are of great value. They deserve to some ten verses of Holy Scripture had been . 
be pondered, remembered, and preserved. read, the doors were closed and no one was | 
“ Unsearchable riches” are unfolded in them. mitted. All remained in continuous prayer 
It is impossible to select any one address as without any interruption from the beginning 
the most valuable, but we who beard the to the end of the meeting—some forty-five 
Word knew, as it was being ministered, that ™inutes. There was the true Liberty of : | 
the Holy Ghost was our teacher. The pro- | the Spirit, who in His Living Personal 
gramme of subjects was acknowledged to be | Presence Himself controlled and conducted 
most interesting and attractive, and in this the meetings and ministered this liberty, | 
connection it is well to note that it contained aed gave utterance and faith and fer- | 
merely the several leading and fundamental vent longing to each. Prayer was made | 
; lliance Basis and of for the whole Charch of God, far Mis- | 
Condensed reports of the Conference and ews | 
the conversion of sinners. Tie prayers | 
safed appeared in many of the Press organs, | 
both secular and religious, and in many of | | 
these particular mention was made of the 4. One who 
‘character of the Prayer Meetings We 4 Glory 
desire. write with reverence. and, in | remarked, “ It 
ility and Godly, fear, and as tl 
And yet an i such evident manifestation of God's Pre- 
“sence and Blessing, but in the prayer 
viction bas grown and still grows upon us ,, t if 
that the why the Presence and Power | 
of God. the Holy Ghost was manifested in ,,, a Piper moved amongst us, con- 
‘so marked a manner in the meetings for breathing prayers through 
Lin : “each one as He willed. It was a solemn 
prayer at Bournemouth was because these 144 joyous time.” 
ica ayy to be, as Mr. Barnes-Lawrence | 
says im his address on page 236,“alngthe/ 
line of least resistance” to His Will We | As no live creature can continue without === § 
trust that many dear brethren in Christ will | breathing, so the individual Christian cannot | 
be willing to, at any rate, consider this continue without praying. And the same is | 
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In every part of London meetings will be 


of er held. The central meetings will be each week- 
HALL, from 1 to 2. Other meetings have been 


‘ and the Metrépolitan Tabernacle, &c. 


pity of it is that by this means great loss is| arranged for, principally in thé evenings, at . 


"| day, January 6 to 11 inclusive, in Exeter 
_ suffered by the Church as a whole, and by a number of different churches and suburbs, 


\ 


individual believers. The ‘Word of God including St. Pavi’s, Onslow Square (daily) ; 
inculcates continuance in prayer, but in| Sr. Matraew’s, Brixton; Carnr Cuurcn, 


| Many praver meetings there is indeed little; Westminster } Chatsworth, West Norw 
“continuance.” | 
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OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


HE Fifty-fifth Annual Conference | the evil spirit of division and bitterness 
of our Evangelical Alliance was | between Christians here and on the Con- 
beld at Bournemouth, in the tinent as to this matter might be conquered 


Shaftesbury Hall,on November by the Spirit of Love. — 


€ onbersazione 

remarkably good. The Conference com- Immediately after the first Prayer Meeting, 
menced with a Meeting which was adver- which lasted from 3,30 p.m. to 4.15 p.m., all 
tised everywhere to be “For Prayer Only.” gathered in the Large Hall in a friendly and 
These meetings for “ Prayer only” seemed social manne, and light refreshments were 
to have been perhaps the most distinctive handed round. Soon Sir Matthew Dods- 
feature of the Conference. At the first worth, Bart. proceeded to the platform 
meeting Christians of all denominations attended by the local Clergy and Ministers 
came flocking together to such an extent and Delegates, and the mecting was opened. 
that.it was only possible to provide simply After the whole assembly had joined in 
space for kneeling on the floor, and chairs united prayer, all standing, there was read 
were out of the question, and then several * * ° ° ° 

weve shut out unavoidably. Both this and A rrow tae Brsnor or Durnan. 
the subsequent Prayer Meetings with which § The Genera Secretary read the 148th 
each day commenced lasted some forty-five Psalm, and subsequently announced the re- 
minutes, and they were conducted as planned ceipt of the following letter from Dr. Moule, 
and announced upon the notices and pro- Bishop of Durham : “In the mitist of heavy 
grammes, so that there was absolutely no work, I am able to send only this message of 
interruption to the Spirit of Prayer. Some fellowship and an assurance of prayerful 
ten verses of Scripture were read by the remembrance, but short as it must be, it is 
Chairman at the commencement, the doors meant to convey to my brethren a heartful 
were then at an agreed sign fast closed, and greeting and God-speed. Long have I known 


from that time to the end the whole meeting and honoured the Evangelical Alliance. It 
"was abandoned utterly to the control of the | is a grand means for the promotion of the 
Holy Ghost. The consequence was that an spiritual sympathy and co-operation of 
unspeakable and blessed manifestation of the Christians of many lands scattered locally as 
unction and power of the Spirit of Prayer to organisation, yet one in the Lord. It is 
was manifested at each meeting. The great also a powerful agency for the practical aid 
petition above all others at each meeting of the weak and oppressed, which God has 
was that God would glorify Himself, and iargely used.” The following telegram was 


which are announced as meetings for Prayer Man : “ Every brotherly wish for the success 
there is during the meeting so much speak- of your meetings.” Dr. MacEwan, a member 
ing and singing of hymns that much toolittle | of i 

time is given to prayer. In some cases where man in connection with the Metropolitan 
a Prayer Meeting is supposed to last an hour, Federation of 


bes 
He was indeed glorihed. At many meetings | also read from the Bishop of Sodor and 
perhaps barely fifteen minutes will be actually regretting that illness and many engagements 
spent in prayer. Certainly at these Prayer would prevent his coming down to Bourne- 
Meetings at Bournemouth those who were mouth; and many other messages from 
present noticed the difference and rejoiced _ Christian friends had been received. | 
in the manifestation of the Presence of God. The Cuainman said he thought their 
Prayer was offered daily for peace, and that gathering that afternoon, with all its social 
a just and righteous end might be given to | elements, was intended to emphasise their 
| the war. Much prayer was also made that Christian friendship for one another — a f 


: 
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that there were lange pools on every hand — the great drink evil and the curse of 
which were separated one from the other—_ religious 
pools of grace, pools of the realisation of the — high time 


work of the Holy Spirit, but yet separate; they should cease another 
and alas! that it should be so. What they and should unite to win 
desired to see was what they found so often that town of theirs and 
on the sea-shote. The tide receded, and left Saviour Jesus Christ. lilee 
upon the sands pools of water, but presently that they realised, i nowhere 
a stiffening breeze tells of an incoming tide; else, that wi erences—they 
and the flowing seas came rapidly towards were one in ings wherein 
them, and they noticed as the tide rose it they differed were as nothing in importance 


endeavoured to bring about, He tendered saw around them, but only stone walls 
them the very heartiest welcome, speaking dividing field from field, that in the winter 
for the Established-Churches of Bourne- time when the crops had been cut they 
mouth. (Applause.) - could see divisions most clearly ; but, if they 
The Rev. J. D. Jongs, pastor of the went again in the summer-time, when the 
Richmond Hill Congregational Church, seed had been sown and had grown up to 
Bournemouth, said it gave him very great | maturity, they saw not a single trace of the 
pleasure to extend to the Evangelical Alliance dividing wall—nothing but one vast expanse 
a most hearty welcome. He.was expressing of waving corn. And it seemed to him, 
the feeling not only of his own heart but of when they arrived at a mature stage of 
all whom he represented when he said they Christian experience, they too would lose 
most earnestly trusted that the meetings to sight of theWividing wall, and would rejoice 
be-held might be full of blessing to all of in being one in Jesus Christ. The name of 


them. They were looking for a rich harvest the Evangelical Alliance showed of itself its 
the result of 


of blessing as the Congress. breath and character. He did not look for 
He would like to take the opportunity of the Unity of Christianity under any one form 
saying that the Evangeiical Alliance must of ecclesiastical government. It seemed to 


appeal to the sympathies of all. He found him that ecclesiasticism divided Christians. 
among 


true im ; 
e felt increasingly that there was more Him.” And the person was standing 
and more need that Christian men and by him said, “And, brother, I love Him 


sistance and attack upon their common foes. around that picture a group of 
Surely when they saw the evils about them | people unknown to each other, holding each 
fact that 


—even in the beautiful town of Bournemogth ‘ other's hands, made one by the fac 


drew into one great whole, into one glorious compared with the 
: element, the entire number of the pools. they agreed. He 
| That was what they longed to see in Bourne- country, where they di 
| mouth, and that surely was what the Alliance beautiful hedges such 
Religious Liberty,” and, i. one like bimself, union by emphasising that word “ Evan- 
with a passion for liberty in the blood, that gelical.” It was when they obiained the 
object commended itself to his very heartiest deep experiences of Christian faith that they 
sympathy, and he could not help recalling realised their unity. They were one at the 
how magnificently the Alliance had lived Cross of Jesus Christ. He had read a story 
up to its profession. This Alliance existed | of an old man standing in a picture gallery 
also to strengthen and support persecuted | before a picture of the Saviour, and with his = 
Christians in every part of the world. But heart touched by a sense of what God had ) 
above all things it existed to bear witness to done for him, he broke forth, in a sort of 
rom recrimination and strif IC nite in re- | imilar rer . -And very svon there we y 


of 
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wished all success, prosperity, and usefulness 


testimonies they would have heard. As one those present were likely to be asked to hold 
who had been privileged to take some part forth i as the 
in the meetings of the Alliance at Cambridge, spirit of that communion 
Belfast, and other centres, he could bear his _ 


ok 


servants who would speak from the platform in the desert, 
would do so as moved by God the Holy every hand God's people, of various names, 
Spirit. Secondly, they wanted united were gathering together in one common fold. 


sacrifice of conviction, and without any loss of Christendom ; on the other hand, they 
of personal independence. They wanted, helped in the propagation of work which 


of that unity. . _ had his entire sympathy—had been a denomt, 


The Rev. H. B. CioucH said that; as a | national society instead of a universal one, a 
minister of the Wesleyan‘Methodist Church, great many more -people would have’ been 


| 
is what is uniting us. © 
tradi- 
| con- 
to the were “the 
to bin 
their opinions as to the objects and aims of preached at the invitation of a Quakeress, 
: the Alliance, not from theoretical knowledge, holding forth in a Roman Catholic Chapel. 
but from the experi derived from the ter.) He did not think that many of 
| 
| own testimony to the invaluable blessing em. t m spite nes W 
in which the Conferences left behind in those clung to the Roman Communion, they 
if places. For a successful Conference they thanked God that His Spirit. had been 
| manifested from time to time in such men 
| as Francis d’Assisi and Thomas 4 Kempis. 
tt That day they were not looking for an Oasis 
4 say “in spite of”; but unity in variety, in ecclesiastical differences: they existed on 
| 
asuy, a recep ve own. could never 
| speak for all Bournemouth, but he could | worked in somewhat narrow circles. He 
| for a considerable section. In concluding, was conscious that in pushing forward the 
Sik Mr. Hooper said they had not to labour to | denominations they lifted wp the standard of 
ay make the Church of Christ one. They were | the Lord Jesus Christ and made_Him known 
| already one in Christ, and the Evangelical to others. He had often thought ‘that if the . 
Alliance had for its purpose the manifestation British and Foreign Bible Society—which 
. 
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That it will be is, as you know, the dream 
of all High Churchmen. They are anxious, 
genuinely anxious, for an external uniformity. 


Indeed, they say without it there can be no ~ 


it 
point atissue? It all depends on 
mean by “domicile.” 
Supposing I put the matter in another 
way. Does underlying unity of life always 
manifest itself in corresponding uniformity 


loyalty, 
although 


due simply to its limitation to the one city of 
Jerusalem. Presently it enlarges and includes 
all the Holy Land, becoming ideally con- 
‘terminous with the Jewish Ecclesia. But at 
length discipleship on a new scale springs 
up at Antioch, and so we have a new Ecclesia. 
By various words and acts the community of 
purpose and interests between the two 
Ecclesiz is maintained, bot they remained 

' And as time went on, the diversity of the 
Church oft earth became more and more 
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| blessed truth that all who are Christ's may | Government that made the people, or the 
say— people who made the Government? The | 
were all one, although ander very different 
forms of external government, and just so 
i Let us rejoice in this fact, brethren. God _ the Church's unity is untouched even by the : 
knows how many things seem to separate most diverse forms of organisation. 
: us, and do separate us, outwardly; but Canon Mason's saying that “a single life 
underneath all these separations there is a cannot build up for itself more than a single 
| deeper, underlying unity. All the scattered domicile” is perfectly true ; but the question 
peaks of the long mountain range belong is; what does he mean by “domicile”? It 
#-f after all to the same chain of mountains, and | would be as true to say that all the subjects 
4 if you trace them down far enough they | of the British Empire lived in England, and °4 
: have their roots in the same mother earth. were under one and the same form of | 
x “ There is one Body : one Spirit.” | government, as to say all the loyal subjects | 
7) 2. The deep, inward spiritual unity of the | of the Lord jesus Christ must therefore be 
ig Church in Christ is one thing; its outward ia one ecclesiastical “ domicile,” and ander 
unity is a very different thing, and what we one form of Church government. ' 
R have now to ask is whether it is ever likely In the truest sense of the word the whole 
, that the Church on earth will be outwardly Empire is the “ domicile” of the King’s sub- 
ae one common tradition, one life, 
7 real unity of the Church. “A single life,” 3. All this is true ; but then it does not 
says a distinguished and most suggestive answer the question whether the time in 
| writer of this school, Canon Mason, “cannot God's good providence is ever likely to 
build for itself more than a single living come when ali Christians will be united in 
| domicile ; and a single organism cannot . one visible Church. , 
) represent more than a single inward prin- § To this question I answer : | do not think 
it ciple. The one spirit is a guarantee for it will, and for the following reasons +— 
the unity of the Body; the one Body is a (1) Even in the Primitive Church diversity 
; guarantee for the unity of the Spirit, The of external organisation very quickly made 
| Church is both outwardly and inwardly one’’ itself felt. , 
(“The Faith of the Gospel,” p. 239). it was only so long as the Church was 
| Canon Mason's words are an example of confined to Jerusalem that the external anity 
a the danger of allowing an illustratiun to do _ of the Church was maintained. As Dr. Hort 
| the work of an argument. He says, “A says, “At first the oneness was a visible fact, 
single life cannot build for itself more than 
| a single living domicile.” If we grant 
of organisation ? 
Was it not the same England that was a 
monarchy under Charles 1., and then became : 
a Republic under Cromwell? Was it the 
/ 


/ | | 
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marked. Africa, Asia Minor, Greece, Rome, | Now these three diverse forms of Church 

all had Churches of Christ planted in them, | government afiewer to the ‘three differing 

but they differed exceedingly in outward § types-of human minds, and it is ther=fore 

organisation and tule. likely, I think, that so fong as human natere 

Take only one illustration. There were is what it is, men will find their ecclesigstical 

Churches in Greece which first organised “domicile” in one or other of these three 
the 


of government in the world, with modifi- | profusion of fruit her band gathers into her 
cations, of course, more or less pronounced | ample lap; in her infinite variety of life, 
each life like a new jewelled vase into which 
is the monarchical form of | Nature pours her wine: and if Nature is so 
government, varying from the despotism of | infinitely diversified, why not grace ? 
Russia to the limited monarchy of our own Uniformity is never associated with life, 
land. | | | but with death. It is only in death that dis- 
Next, there is the aristocratical or oligar-  tinctions of life disappear. The uniformity 
chical form of government, the government of ecclesiastical organisation must be sought 
of the many by the few, of which you-will | for not in the Church but in the churchyard. 
find an illustration in the oligarchies of some (4) And then lastly: I am by no means 
of the ancient Greek states. - sure that, given a certain healthy diversity of 
And then, last of all, there is the demo- Church organisation, within limite—nark 
cratical form of government, the government the words !—there is not better service ren- 


ment 
ment. | Christian life and Christian service of the 
not 


have an iflustration in Episcopalian Churches. Are we for 
There is the oligarchical, of which Metho- of England has done for the nation : for its 
dism and ism are types. | Jearning, its respect for antiquity, its rever- 
And last of all, the democratical, of which ence, the beauty. and order of its worship ? 
Congregationalism is the prominent type. Are we not richer for the ordered ministry 


f« 


a Some will prefer an Episcopalian form of 
purposes of deliberation and decision. | Church government; some will prefer a 
These at frst were confined to Greece ; | Presbyterian, and others a Congregational 
the Churches in Africa and Italy only slowly | form of Church order and organisation. 

; adopted them, and yet they were one, (3) And then, again, does not the unity of 
although differing from each other in details | life always manifest itself in diversity of 
of organisation. organisation ? 

(2) There i, however, 2 second reason for There is only one life in nature, and yet 
my belief that it is not desirable for the how wonderful, how varied is its expression | 
Church to become one in outward organ- | You have the same throbbing, bursting life 
isation, and it is this: the varying types of | in the tender green of the leaves, in the 
Church government and order seem to me | meadows starred with the daisies and golden 
to answer to the varying types of human | with the buttercups, in the hidden loveliness 
nature. “ofthe wolet and the Haming splendour of the 
There are really only three ultimate types | sunflower ; you see it in all the wealth and 
of the many by the many, of which all our dered to Christ than would be rendered by 
modern Republics are examples. one uniform Church. ? 
It might even be said that, although a Has not Christendom gained rather than 
limited monarchy in name, we ourselves are lost from the varying types of Churches 
really a Republic, if by that you mean a_ represented in it? 
nation ruled by itself. _ And as the governments vary, the types of : 
Very well; these three types of govern- character governed vary also, and their 
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of the Presbyterian whether "continually 
. repre- Charch on earth, he prayed 
seated in the culture and edinenred Prose, and laboured earnestly that a way may be 
terianism or in the fire and earnestness of found in God's good time for the ré-union 
| Methodiam? Are we not richer, too, for of the Episcopalian and Presbyterian bodies 
national ‘thas done for the | without the sacrisice of Catholic princinhes 
Bi the lone Jie: for the energy, the devotion, | or scriptural truth,” and although, fe exons 
the love of liberty, of ite children ? 4 have already stated, I do not think that 
| Yes, Just as life is fruitful because vatied | Episcopalians and Presbyterians will ever 
Kingdon ic it @race; and Christ's | merged into one Church outwardly.on thet 
| better served. and Him- | itis desirable they should be wo meted, 
2s in Church organisation and order. _that governed this Bishop of St. Andrews. 
| + Although all this is true, it | 
it follow that endless diversities of 
ncediess schisms, continual sec 
fore be for the highest good of the 
Variety within limits is one ¢ 
what those limits are I have 
you. They are mainly reducible 
types of Church order, but. t 
variety only 
ink it can be the will 
ttle knot of men who 
| with something in the 
belong should sec 
on their own initiati 
of their own? 
; city and notice the 
| of worship, some 
; than rooms, I often 
re were no Charec 
| people to belong tc 
pelled by conscience 
htt Church of their own ? 
| You may be sure these endless divisions unimagir 
7 are '@ Weakness to English Christianity and | rate. It | 
q 4 reproach to our Christian life. _ Rayleigh 
t | confess that for one I sympathise far | single fu 
Sith the men who would diminish | So far as 
. these divisions than with those who would | lutely use 
4 add to them. There ought to be room | a Greek 
foe xtsting historic Churches | useless.” 
we Profess and call themselves | speaking 
On the tomb of the late Bishop of St. | they do m 
Andrews in Scotland are these words—I | of the One 
copied them when I was at St. Andrews :— | Christ the . 
if “ Remembering the prayer of his\ Divine | members. 
Lord and Master for the unity of His | the onc, 
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from the body which was its dial-plate and 
implement. And so he supposed that still 
in the world to-day the Church, winch was the 
_ body of Christ, expressed Christ. And those 
great bursts of praise, and thos: waves of 
intercession that passed over holy souls were 
just an impression upon them of waves of 
thought and desire which were sweeping over 
the very heart of Christ ; and when the Church 
rose up in her Te Deums, in her Psalms, 
and in her prayers, and allowed a great 
sob of compassion t berst from her, she was 


yearning , 

The Rev. F. B. Mever next addressed miracles. Me said to a man ” What 
thing exceedingly delightful in the represent you eye 

Christ?” And he answered, “No; ! do 
- pot weep enough for sin, or for men.” * Are 
you in the lip of Christ?" he then asked. 
man replied; “I don’t speak 
Him.” “ Are you in the hand of 
No,” said he; “lam not con- 


8 


+ 


mind that, howsoever many are our “ folds,” expressing towards man those marvellous 
there is only “one flock” under “ one Shep- transitions of yearning love and compassion 
herd.” which were filling the heart of Jesus Christ. 

We are one: one at heart, one in Christ, It was therefore of the utmost importance to 
although we differ outwardly; and so in realise that as the haman body during the in- 
spite of all that seems to separate us, we can carnation was the vehicle through which the 

still unite in the great words of the Creed, spirit of Jesus Christ expressed itself. and 
“} believe in one Catholic and Apostolic wrought, so through the Church to-day, and 

Church.” by them as members of that Church, jesus 

Christ was still thinking, still feeling, still | 


Lord said, “Upon this rock 1 will build that be 


aan 


> 
> 
| 
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to 
to form one 
© 
to speak 
never to spe 
ery. or 
they were t 
would not 
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Come all of you ; come from your Methodist repeat Himself over again in our world. 
class meetings. ( Laughter.) We hate to gut | Mr. Mrver then led the audience in 
back to that, afterall. The whole Body must prayer. 

make a great Methodist class meeting, and — The CHainman said he did not think they 
just tell us one thing—what the love of God could have a better illustration of the aim 
has been to you. Why, isnot that the reason and object of the Evangelical Alliance than 
why the New Jerusalem is built upon twelve | 
foundations, and every foundation a precious — 
stone, because every precious stone absorbs — 
and flashes out its own angle of light? Yes, 
you must have a different stone to have the 
fall glory of light. Oh! what will be the 
end of it when we meet in the Father's 
Home ? 

What conception one has often, when one 
is on the ocean, of the deeper needs of Chris- 
tendom! Seldom indeed does the service on 
board meet one’s need, and one steals away 
to some lonely and quiet part of the, great 
ocean steamer, and there one has a great 
conception of the Church, the spiritual and th 
mystical Body of Christ, composed of men— service of 
aye, of men one can see in fancy, even in geon ; and ' 
the mines of Siberia or the cells of Russian Mr. Spurgeon’s friendship 
prisons, reading their Bibles ; all sufferers all — 
the world over; lonely exiles and mis to touch the outer fringe 
sionaries in distant parts; and the whole ject 
Church comes up before one’s gaze—the Uni 
whole Catholic Church not even yet per- the 
fected. I like that text which says “the full above the petty differences and 
_ measure of the stature of Christ.” You  tinctions of life, and let them pra 


. The eye: “The Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures : 
The heart; let Him live by you. Men’ The Spirit asthe Word.” The chairman was 
the Rev. J. D. Jones. After prayer and 
_ praise and the reading of a portion of Scrip- 
: . F. Young— 


men, caricatures with men’s heads and have a mighty quickening influence upon 
ridiculously little bodies. (Laughter.) How Bournemouth. They loved to see men who 
absurd it looks, doesn’t it? to see the at present were suspicious of them and 
head of a great statesman on a puny, held aloof from them brought within this 
dwarfed body. Thank God there is going commonwealth of the love of Jesus Christ, 
to be nothing like that hereafter, but the Wepnespay Moxninc, Novemper 271H. 
Church is to be worthy of the Head ; the From 10 to 10.40 a.m. there was the 
whole glory of Christ and His Church mani- meeting for prayer with closed doors, as 
fested as one Unit before the universe of _ already described, the Chairman being the 
God. Are you members of that Church? Rev. Stanley M. Butters (Wesleyan). The 
If you truly hold Christ as the Head you are. | subject for the eleven o'clock meeting in the 
Yield yourselves to Him and let Him act | Shaftesbury Hall was the first principle in 
through you. The lip: ket Him speak by | the Basis of the Evangelical Alliance, viz., 


- 
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Che Snspiration of the Boly could only be interpreted, truly and properly, 
| Scriptures. | through the Church. Now, they and he 
The Rev. J. D. Jones said the subject for | stood for the authority of the Scriptures, and 

their morning's consideration was that em- | they refused to have the Bible taken from 

bodied in the first Basis of the Evangelical | them. (Hear, hear.) They believed the 

Alliance—the Inspiration and Authority and | Scriptures appealed to every man and woman, 

Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures. He was | and spoke to each individual heart, and he 

i entreated them to do their utmost 

he believed to be a most 


2. 


should remain, by God's grace, an open 
-to all succeeding generations. He just 


3 


might differ on this point from many in 


the nature of a revolt ;. the license which possessed entirely and in the most sacred 
private gentlemen took with the Holy | way. Mark the expression of Paul: not some 
Scriptures had led a great many people to | of the oracles of God, but the oracles of God; 


feel that they should withdraw the Bible | the whole complete series. Not theirs ‘by 


entirely from the hands of private individuals, | dint ‘of happy discovery, but asa sacred 


~ 


_ 


a 
. Bible out of the 
inst 
| that they were face to face their 
attack, as 
| famed tO Geciare himselt on the two pomts 
he had referred to, so as distinctly to make 
| 
| 
, the Word was not for any particular set of , over the heathen world. St. Paul fastened 
4 men, but the Word direct from God to the | upon one of those advantages which was the 
individual soul. While on the one hand they foundation and the source of all. “What 
| seemed to be threatened with an attack upon | advantage then hath the Few? Chiefly that 
: the Scriptures, they had a kind of re-action | usto them were committed the oracles of God.” 
. from the attack of these critics in an attempt | The Jews had this supreme advantage, that 
made by some to withdraw the Bible from | they were the Divinely appointed trustees of 
+ the hands of the private person. It was in | revelation. And the oracles of God the . 
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3 


2 


different power, a different design. With 
other sacred writings it was man secking for 
God. The Bible was God seeking for man. 
(Hear, hear.) Not only this, but it seemed 


as though God was not going to leave man-— 


New, and they never treated the New Testa- 
ment aright unless they showed how it 
referred, almost in every verse, to the Old. 
from the 


ture was a clear proof that it was the outcome 
of the realisation of one’s desire—God's desire 
to be the Teacher and Revealer of Himself 
to mankind: ao fortuitous coming together 
of vatious attempts to find God, but God 
revealing Himself to man. And again, they 
had another indication that this unity was all 
the more marvellous when they remembered 
the variety and great diversity of the Scrip- 
tures. They had sixty-six volumes, with 
sixty-six writers, during @ period of 1,500 
years ; living in different countries, occupy- 
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deposit. Unto them were given the oracles | 
of God, Paul's readers were well acquainted | 
with the meaning of that | 
they remembered the old | 
and other oracles of the pagan writings of the late Lord Arthur Hervey, 
remembered how, when any | Bishop of Bath and Wells, on the imspiration 
enterprise was to be undertaken, HE of Scripture. And he said this, putting it 
fluential deputation would be sent to very forcibly: “If the mass of texts, and 
oracles, They understood all * types, and typical events in the Old Testa- 
wrapped up in the word “ “ment, which, as a matter of fact, do fit the 
what did they mean * birth, life, actions, safferings, death, resur- 
Scriptures as the “ rection, ascension and kingdom of Jesus 
meant that they were a “Christ, and illustrate doctrines connected 
They claimed that the “ therewith, could be proved to be accidental 
tion of a Divine “and not designed there would bean end of all 
Smith had said in his “ haman reasoning. Reason would be ham. 
“The Life of Faith,” “the “strung. Whether mathematical demonstra- 
does.” The Hoy “tion would still stand know not. But of 
quite different from all other religious Books “all investigations and conclusions depending 
—a different source, a different character,a “upon moral probabilities there would be 
kind to broken lights; He arranged for one 
Light that arose from the very dawn of history, 
and had been “shining more and more unto 
the perfect day,” when the Light of the 
world walked and lived wpon this earth. 
That perfect light was what they had in the 
Bible ; the realisation of a Divine purpose 
that God should find men and show Himself 
to men, that God should be the teacher of ing almost every possible social and intellec- 
the race. Now they would recognise this tual status; and yet with all this variety of 
Divine purpose if they thought of the beauti- material, of writer and condition, they had 
ful harmony scattered throughout all Scrip- this beautiful harmony—the Lord Jesus 
ture. It did not matter where the text came Chiist the one theme of the whole book. 
from, whether from Genesis or Isaiah, or the (Hear, hear.) Again, there was this one 
Psalms or Deuteronomy or the Chronicles: characteristic of the book, namely, progress , 
if the sermon of a Christian preacher was | without imperfection. That was in accor 
a really good sermon Christ would be | dance with all God’s work in nature. The 
preached ; Christ from every portion of the | rose-bud was as perfect as the full bloom. 
of the text, but by a carefel and Scriptural | without'any imperfection: So it was with 
exposition of it. The New Testament lay | the Bible. True religion was as perfect and 
: hidden in the Old, and they never treated | beautiful in Genesis as it was in the Epistles, 
out the New Testament truth which was | They got true religion there in all its sweet- 
Ahere. | | mess. 
' And the Old Testament lay unfolded in the | When was fellowship with God ever more ae 


wrote the was 
the Lord as were abundantly confirmed by the way the 
love more Old Testament was referred to in the 
and convincing than when St. Paul New. Remember Mark xii. 36, “ David 
the love of himscif mid, by the Holy Ghost "—their 
thirteenth chapter of the Lord's own words. So in Acts i. 16, “ The 
inthe There they Holy Ghost spake by the mouth of David.” And 
way. The also in the Epistics to the Hebrews they had, 


ts it was the living progress of the strenuous war- 
fare between the truth and God, and all the manners spake in time past unio the fathers by 
host of hell. Warfare had its losses as well the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto 


as its gains, and so they found, directly after us in His Son.” Sum up that verse, if you 
Enoch walked with God, that the world so will, in three words, “God hath spoken.” 
fell into sia that God had to send the Flood; That was the genesis of Scripture. No 


progress was that of warfare ; every now tion of Scripture there was, first of all, a sense 


3rd chapter (and here he must confess to watching over each word, with océasional 
preferring a good deal the Old Version) ; and __ spiritual elevation, so that the prophets and 

if they wanted to tind a careful, scholarly writers, : 
comparison or criticism of the whole pasmage | the meaning of which they could not them- 


he recommended them to the sermons he 
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. perfect than when Enoch walked with God, had already referred to by Lord Arther 
& and Abraham was called “the friend of Hervey on Inspiration, where he decided 
. God"? When was faith more magnificent entirely for the old rendering. All Scripture 
and 
; goth 
his 
powerful 
lived his 
Christ”? 
First Epi 
had 
which the knowledge of God exercised ; and 
; that progress was not a mechanical progress, of the Epistle to the Hebrews—that wonder- 
and so, soon after Moses and David had prophecy came by the will of men ; no man 
; done their best to teach the nation to put took it into his head, on his own accord, to 
all its trust in a loving God, the people fell write a page of Scripture; he was moved 
i | to the worship of idols, and had to be carried to it by the Spirit of God. As the Prophet 
| 
and unen h Of God almost snifering of a Divine commission, knew that 
| eclipse and yet shining out the more brightly God had set them tothe work. There would 
| by the power of the Spirit immediately after- also be a conviction of Divine assistance in 
| wards. But not only wasthe Bible a realisa- preparation. in all that had to be done, for 
| tion of Divine purposes, the Bible proceeded example, by the Evangelists, or by Moses, in 
| from a Divine source. That was plainly compiling documents and in gathering to- 
brought out in the Second Epistle of St. gether information from various sources, a 
Péter, 1st chapter 21st verse (R.V.): “No | sastained effort would be necessary, and in 
prophecy ever came by the will of man, but the sustained effort they would be upheld and 
| men spake from God, being moved by the guided by the assurance that God was at their 
| Holy Ghost.” Take again the testimony of elbow. There would be more than ‘that. 
| St. Paul in his Second Epistle to Timothy, | There would be a Divine i 
ee Just as Caiaphas gave way without restraint 
| 


_ God it was able to recognise t hat same Word 
/ ’ 
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to his own hatred of the Lord jesus Christ, of God when it took written shape. Bui its 


saying that it was to the interest of the nation recognition as the Word of God when written 


_ was one thing, and to say that that gave the 
_ Church authority over the Word to which it 
owed its life was nionstrom. They migit 
as well say that our present king owed his 
authority to the herald who proclaimed him 
king outside St. James's Palace. And so the 
_ Bible had a Divine source. It came to them 
in this way from the Holy Ghost, and the 
Holy Ghost leading the men to write, 
stamping the writing as Divine, creating a 
conviction in the minds of those receiving it 
that it was a veritable portion of God's Word 
written. 

to it. That was why the Apocrypha was Might he quote there a suggestive passage 
rejected, and could not be reckoned as part from the sagacious and learned Bishop Butler, 


the very Word of God. There was always the authority of Scriptare is whether it is 
a double seal to an inspired book. The in- what it claims to be; not whether it is a 
and 


in- 
spiration of the author was one seal, the book of such a sort and so promulgated as 
conviction on the part of the people whom it some men are apt to fancy a book containing 


had addressed that this was a part of God’s Divine revelation should be ; and therefore 


message was another seal also. And here let neither obscurity, nor seeming inaccuracy of 


the Church the only interpreter of Holy the authority of Scripture, unless the prophets, 
Scripture. of apostles, or our Lord had promised that 


Bible ; the Church had to complete the they took it as such. It was perfectly fitted 
canon ; and because the Church had to re- to do what God meant it to do. It was not 


conspicuous when they remembered that this 


of the Charch was “born again” of the Word 


of God. The Church of Christ owed its Bible not oly realised the Divine purposes 


birth and its beauty to the Word by which | proceeded from a Divine source, but. 
it was cleansed and from which it receivet! | also retlected a Divine history. Ali Kistories 
life ; and because it was born of the Word of | of ordinary men reflected the history. of 
the times, and current literature reflected 


of the Old Testament. That was why the _ 
apostolic constitutions and other writings of | when some people's minds were positiveabout 
the century just after the apostles were left Holy Scripture, especially those who seemed 
out of the New Testament. Those writings to think that everything depended upon 
never carried conviction to the hearts of the | one particular theory of inspiration? Bishop 
— Batier said : “ The only question concerning 
rst to what the Chairman had just style, nor nor Carly 

so wisely said. They must be on their guard about the author of any particular parts, nor 
against all the teaching which tried to make any things of the like kind, could overthrow 
that the Church was older than the Bible, should be secure from these things.” ‘This 
a book was what the Lord meant it to be, and 
cognise the Bible and say what was inspired, for them to say they should like it to h.ve 
therefore the Bible owed its authority to the been more like what the Turk said their 

(Hear, hear.) The Church was not older man touching it at all. Now the inspiratic | 

a 


- 


‘ 
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Church of Galatea trying to overthrow the And was it not reasonable that when they 
authority of St. Paul, the apostle was writing saw the Diviac, that body of truth of which 
the epistle to the Church. The painful occa- history was the vital cord should itself be 
sion was perfectly human, and the epistle Divine ; that the book which recorded the 
reflected the history of what was going on. history with the teaching which was drawn 
Now what was that history? The history of out of the history, and involved in the history, 
the New Testament and the epistle of St. should itself be under the direct control of 
Paul, with a reference to which his address God: inspired by God, given by God, 
opened, was simply a record of moral watched over by God? It was said that 
miracles—of God changing the hearts and they might compare the Bible with the other 


: He was circumcised ; history reflected in the Scriptures that the 
He was a Jew ; He was takentothetemple ; authority of the Scriptures came to them 


. So they 


me at greater depths of my being. Whatever 
finds me brings with it irresistible evidence 


of having proceeded from the Holy Spirit.” 


Had the Bible found them yet? They re- 
membered the woman of Samaria, and how, 


_ after her conversation with the Lord jesus — 


interwoven, Now what was that history? Christ at the well, she exclaimed : “Come, see 


Let them fix their minds for a moment upon 
four principal events; the «migration of 


_ the man that told me all things that ever I 
did,” The Lord Jesus Christ “ found” that 


Abraham, the mission of Moses, Jesus Christ _ woman to the very depths of her being, and 
Himself, and the life, and labours of St. | she loved Him for it, for she was willing to 


Paul. \W 


as not all this absolutely unique? - be saved from herself, and the finding of her 


Was, mot , that history something far by Him was her salvation. And because the 


/ 


| 
| 
the events of the days when it was written. away removed from ordinary history—say 
So it was with the Bible. Whilst the im- the Wars of the Roses or the upspringing 
ea pulse of writing was of God, the occasion of of the great United States? Did not they 
Bis the writing was generaily human. For feel in this history the finger of God, as it 
lives of men by the mighty regenerating religious books of the East. Who could pos- 
power of the Holy Spirit. When these episties sibly be compared with the Lord Jesus Christ? 
came from St. Paul, those who received them They could hardly find anybody fit to com- 
recognised that there was the same power in pare with St. Paul, or Elisha, or John the 
the written epistie as there had been in the Baptist. There was no one fit to compare 
/ preached Word, the two corresponding to for a moment with Jesus Christ oer Lord. 
each other: the work of the Spirit in the The book that told them about the Lord Jesus 
Church testifying to the work of the Spiritin Christ, the book which was full of the Lord 
| the epistle. And so all through the Bible the Jesus Christ from beginning to end, was as 
writings of St. Paul substantiated all the ~—incomparably superior to and as different | 
Ha) 7 details practically of the life, death, and from all other books as Jesus Christ our Lord 
itt resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. And Himself was in comparison with all other 
| : | the Lord Jesus Christ Himself substantiated religious teachers. And so it was because of 
i practically the Jewish social system and the the unique and Divine character of the i 
it e kept the passover; He reverenced the with overwhelming force. Lastly, the Bible 
it Bible, and Himself was the testimony to all exercised a Divine power. The Chairman 
at of the Old Testament. And as they went had ajready reférred to Coleridge. Let him 
at further back they found not only the Mosaic give the quotation more at length : “In the 
aE® economy, but they saw also traces of a Bible there is more that finds me than in all 
ate more primitive, and should he say more other books put together. The Bible finds 
it spiritual ? religion ; for they would see that 
vg than sacrifice and suffering, and they bad [in 
references to those old days when Abrahain 
q 
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Bible found the sinner, he did not wonder that ; they had better just point to 
the Bible was the object of attack, and that Jesus Christ alone, and not bother their heads 
wicked people hated the Bible. Did they at all about the Old Testament. They might 
remember Ahab, when Elisha met him in the just as well talk about overloading that hall 
vineyard of the murdered Naboth: “Hast with its foundations. (Langhter.) Jesus 
thou found me, oh miheenemy?"” Did they Christ rested upon the Old Testament 
remember Ahab’s word to Micai: “/ haiehim, Scriptures. Christianity was reared in the 


There was the voice and the heart of the 
living God, and they never read the Bible 
aright until they realised that. How did our 
Lord Himself speak about the Scriptures— 
about the Old Testament Scriptures, which 
people in our were making so free with ? 


would have believed Me: for he wrote of 


That was Christ's own teaching about the Old 
Testament Scriptures. He said they con- 
tained the writings of Moses, that those 
writings were full of references to Himself, 
and that failure to accept the written testi- 
mony of Moses hindered the people from 
accepting His own oral testimony. He said 
further that this failure to accept the written 
testimony of Moses was the result of such 
blind and wilful and determined unbelief 
that it would not be overcome even by one 
who rose the dead. They were told in 
the present that it was a mistake to over- 
load Christianity with the Old Testament 


when they came to the empty tomb, were 


bewildered? And did they remember how St. 
John explained that bewilderment, namely, 
in this simple way,“ because as yet they 


_ knew not the Scripture”? They saw the 


fact that Christ was risen, but they knew not 
the Scripture, and in the opinion of St. John 


the evidence of the senses was not so sure a 


warning for faith as the testimony of God's 
Word. In conclusion, Mr. Webster appealed 
to those present to shut themselves up with 
God's Word and get saturated with it, to 


- tet-it speak to their hearts, and they would 


then know that God was in His Scriptures of 


| a truth. 


| Mr. Mever’s Appress. 


The Rev. F. B. Mever said Mr. Webster 
had so thoroughly covered the ground of 
the morning's subject that he shrank a little 
from dwelling upon points which had sug- 
‘gested themselves to him in anticipation of 
that meeting. And it seemed as though he 
was led to show how the.Bible vindicated 
itself in their personal use of it. When he 
was a boy, brought up by one of the holiest 
and sweetest women God ever made—his 
mother—it was the unwritten law that no 
book was ever to be placed on the Bible. 


With almost nervous reverence they were 


| taught as little children that the Bible must 


lie alone upon the shelf or the tavle, as 
though there were some unapproachable 
glory and beauty about it. And that had 


followed him; and they might count it 


superstition, but it clung to him yet, so that 
the Bible in his house lay by itself in his 
room. Might he incidentally say that he 
theught it was very desirable to give children 
especially beautiful copies of the Bible? He 


could not but believe that a child’s mind was — 


= 
for he doth not prophesy good of me, bui evil.” Old Testament Scriptures. (Hear, hear.) 
Ah, that was it; the Bible found them out, Did they remember how the disciples, 
and that was the reason. Those who wanted Si 
to be cleansed from their sins loved it. Those 
who wanted to cling to their sins hated it. 
St. Stephen spoke of the oracles of God as 
Did they remember that Bible reading on the ee 
way to Emmaus, beginning with Moses and [i 
all the prophets, and expounding to them in 
the Scriptures the things concerning them- | 
selves? And did they remember further the 
words the fifth chapter St. Joho, the 
last two verses : “ Had ye believed Moses ye 
Me; but if ye believe not his writings how 
shall ye believe My words?” Did they re- 
member the reply of Abraham, put into the 
mouth of Abraham by the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the rich man in torment, who wished 
that somebody might go from the dead to 
save his ungodly brethren : “/f they believed 
not Moses and the prophets, neither would they | 
be persuaded though one rose from the dead” ? 
| 
| 
= | 
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doubt in many ‘hinds, and there was no bringing those children under the power of 
reason why they should discredit those the Word of God. They were so apt— 


who differed from them as to the author- forgive him for saying it—to substitute all 
ship of the Epistle to the Hebrews. No manner of books on Sunday for the Bible— 
one knew; the holiest men in England lighter books which ill prepared children to 
might differ. Some thought it was written reverence and love the Bible for itself. He 

Alford, supposed it was wri Apollos. mother would spend always an 
They might think they held the old morning on Sundays between breakfast and 
inspired before accepted a book. a in the afternoon, in reading to 
They might be in doubt as to the Epistle to him and his sisters as they gathered round 
the Hebrews, but he thought they 
‘se _of God; and other books were laid aside 


_ because they, the children, became saturated 
ascertained by every holy soul for itself. He with a passionate love for the Bible. A man 
therefore did not ‘need, when he read his | was almost always what pity omy dipen 
Bible, to reach down book after, book to - him. (Applause.) 

prove the canon of Scripture, or to vindicate thing he wanted particularty 

any one book to him, because it came through | say to them was : one’s older boys and girls — 

any particular human instrument or through | might have some knowledge of recent criti- , }} 


led by a beautiful binding and exteriog to St. Peter or St. John ; he took the Book, and 
; attribute some special sanctity to the Book, just as Moses in the wilderness was conscious 
which clung in another form to it in after that the acacia bush burned with fire, so as 
life. For the Bible to him had been asa he read the Word of God he was conscious 
spiral staircase up which one slowly ascended, of a mystic presence there. That Book of 
e always coming back to view the same things books burned with fire in every part of it. 
= from a higher level ; and hence year by year (Applause.) And its quality? They took 
one read one’s Bible through again from the sugar in their mouth, and there was the 
) higher level of Christian experience and quality of the sweetness in the sugar. Or 
; consecration. But though one saw the same they took of their ocean water close at hand 
| texts and paragraphs, it was always from an = and placed it on their lips, and there was the 
. enhanced and new clevation. Now what saline quality ; their taste was able to detect 
) had been, in his judgment, a mistake, was the specific quality ; and the taste of the holy 
te becoming gradually corrected, he thought, soul was sufficient to detect the quality of 
t by the work of the higher critics, and he was the inspiration which was in the Word of 
; glad they had not been spoken of unkindly God. And it was so necessary in these days 
it in that meeting ; for whilst no doubt some to let that be perfectly understood, that every 
: } of them were ruthless iconoclasts, they ought solitary soul was able for itself to detect the 
Re to respect others of them and believe that specific quality which warranted a belief in 
| they were reverent students of the Word of the inspiration of the Bible. Now there was 
‘et God ; and on their side they had no reason one further thought which arose here, and 
) to tremble for the Word of God, for truth which he wanted to bring before the people 
: | could not injure the truth, and the Bible was’ who listened to him who had children— 
| always a cube which always fell upon its young boys who were growing up to-day, 
base. But the higher critics had at least and who had a very superficial knowledge of 
done this tor them: they had led them to the grounds on which they rested their faith 
) seek the sources of inspiration—not so much on the Bible. He met them constantly, alas ! 
in the man, the inspired man, through whom the children of Christian women. By the by, 
| a book was written, as in the quality of the he was not always sure that their mothers 
| book itself. For instance, there was some had done their level best from the earlicst in 


| 
the morning to be taking a bite, a snack, open- | there, there was.a quality in it. a quality o 
ing a chapter at haphazard here and there | living spiritaal power, a part of God's own ae 


that produced in him and possessed him | passing along a country road the other day, 
very life that throbbed | 
very 


was another man in the pit below, of course. 
He could not sce him, but there he was ; be 
was the confederate of the man he could 
see. Directly he saw this it occarred to him 
that bere was an unique illustration of what 
preaching was. He was in the position of 
the man who was standing at the top of the 
Presently he put pit. Every one could see him, but he had a 

the water, Divine Confederate who was at work unseen 
it to his lips, and he at once knew it in the heart of the church. Preaching was 


present. That was why the Gospels did not that the Holy Ghost was going to co-operate 


leper. Oh, but they saw Him cure the leper 
yesterday. They told him that He gave sight of his experience he saw that those sermons 
to the blind. Ah, but he saw such a man which were most full of the Word of God 
receive sight from the hand of Jesus Christ were those which were most effective for the 
yesterday. The Book was living; there conversion of men. Was there not some- 


was eternity in it, and it was because of this 
that it brought eternity into his soul, lifted 
him into a level where time and space and 
transient things of earth seemed not to 
touch him : it was that quality in the Bible _ 
that proved to him, day by day its inspiration. — 


God! “The Word of God is the sword of the 
Spirit." Now they and he believed, he 
that he was in co-operation with the Holy 
Spirit. What was preaching? It was co- 
operation between the unseen Spirit of God, | 
who was breathing over a congregation, and | 
the minister whd stood in the pulpit. As he | 
was travelhng about amongst the churches, 


thing in this? Texts taken out of the Bible, 
seen on a wall, illumined in a railway or 
tram car, flashed even on a telegraph wire, 
uttered in a sermon, like that which led to 
the conversion of the late Mr. Spurgeon : 
was it not often wonderful, the effect 
of these verses? Take sentences from 
Macaulay, from the historian Green, from 
Tennyson, or from Shelley : they might utter 


had 
Had they used the Bible for their o 
salvation ? He received a letter 


| 
' that there was an a confederacy between the Holy Ghost and 
] great ocean, and that the the minister ; but if the Spirit of God, and 
,| of the Atlantic sent move- they his brethren, were going to work 
| > into that highland loch. together for the salvation of men. they must 
Ae} be on the same tack. If they were going .to 
: preach sermons on social science on Sunday 
ii it was not the book morning he was not sure that the Holy 
1 EE «Ghost was going to say Amen to everything 
was the book of eternity : the present tense. they said. it might be a good sermon, or 
) The whole Bible was full of that eternity otherwise. Or if they were going to preach 
which was always now, always here, always on some political subject he was not sure 
| 
| 
| 
| were } wo Olner 

. he spoke largely here to ministers. What a 

wonderful proof of inspiration was this fact, 

‘ that the sword of the Spirit was the Word of them, and men may be utterly unmoved ; 
| but let the Word of God be uttered, ander 
| the power of the Holy Ghost, and souls 

were arrested, converted, and brought to 
Christ. This, he thought, was the second 
: great argument for the inspiration of the 
ne. 
| 

y trom Dublin from an m the army 


writer in the Hebrews. It was the critic. 
ever thought of the Greek word : 


our English was “ discerner " of the thoughts 


filthily ; but he li 


purely, and his experience was that when 


voces were mute and dumb, and 


‘nobody warned him of 
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ees 


more from year to year and from day tg day 


a very wild vicious, | that awaited him, and be was cast 
wild, licentious life. been the work, thn Bb be cou 
but, a it was with St. Augustine passion | of men and women in words that ihe could 
still clung to him. He not know what clearly understand. Thus the Word of God 
to do, but he took tothe reading ofthe Bible, | guided and illuminated hic “How shall a 
to do, but he (the speaker) a most in- | young man cleanse bie way 
teresting letter the other day in which he said : heed thereto, according to Thy Word?” 
yon have an opportunity will | There again it seemed lo 
you tell your Christian people that the Bible | inspiration for vice, their sin ; t 
of the germ of imperity.” | with sim.in such way as to, mate 
Meyer) would like to pase that on, | the sin that dealt with the 
the antiseptic—that the loving, profonnd, one’s life between man and 
reverential, devout study of the Word of God | 
was the antidote. He thought that thousands — 
had found it so. Did they let the Bible be | 
Teeth was the meaning of the , 
| them, only fragments out a ; 
and intents of the ; Take those three thoughts that the Bible 
word was “ critic.” Let the Bible criticise brought : first, the sense of eternity, of time- 
them. their jucigments, | lows lide, into their souls ; secondly, at 
all their proposals, all their actions before blessed Word of God was able to convert 
the Word of God. He did not read his | men when it was used by these Christen 
Bible on his knees quite; he knew some teachers filled by the Holy Ghost, that the 
people did. One might get right tired at Word of God became a sword of the Spirit 
that. He liked to sit down with the Bible that slew the sinner, wounding for healing ; 
cosily and comfortably. He did not think it and thirdly, that the Word of God dealt with 
was always right to read the Bible in a cold the deepest questions of morality in such a 
room in the morning. He did not think it | way as to make them hate what was impure, 
always good to read as a task, ‘Let them sit | and turn with extreme yearning for purity 
down with the Bible and let it play upon and holiness to God. And thus he had read 
their souls. That was what biographies did his Bible since he was a boy. It had been 
. in the Bible. People found fault with the the strength of his life. He would not have 
Bible because it dealt with questions which been there that day as a minister unless he 
they did not talk about one with another. had been an expository preacher. He had 
Men had rejected the Bible because it dealt | not wit enough to hold great audiences of 
with the question of ovr nature—-of our , people, but he could easily unfold that Book, 
with, the morality or or immornlty; | and that Book hed given bis 
people had rejected the Bible for that | a value they could never have bad of them- 
reason. He could not see how the Bible | selves. His books had gone the world over, 
reason. He mirror of the human | he believed, simply becaver they 
heart without dealing with those questions, Bible and water—a good deal of water. 
and for his part he liked to hear those great (Laughter.) And if he spoke to any young 
questions of the relations of men and women minister present, let him urge him just to be 
pare, arong lips God. | an expose of the 
of men liked to talk of these questions | ideas to it, but to read God’s thoughts from 
to hear them treated of | it- The longet he read it, not only did he 
see new literary beauties in it which he 
| “the 
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more like that Garden of Paradise in which 
‘ God walked in the cool of the day, and be Personality of the Father, 
where Adam and Eve heard Him talk with _ ; Sen . 
them. (Applause) of the 
; The Rev. R. Hvawes (Presbyterian) closed and of Moly Ghost. 
‘¢ the meeting with prayer. 
| AFTERNOON Me and Dr. Evper rose to 
the He said the subject 
. LANDER presided, and the meeting was them that afternoon had been given him in 
opened in prayer by Dr. Bavexer, and the the following words : “ The teaching of the 
Word of God was read by Sir Matrnew Holy Ghost as to the Trinity, and the witness 
Dopswortn. the Scripture to the Personality of the 
| The Cuaimuax, in his introductory address. Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
7 said that one of the greatest preachers that Ghost." This was the third point in the 
) England had ever produced, and whose Basis of the Evangelical Alliance. And the 
| morument in Westminster Abbey was a text from which he started (because in this 
He centre of attraction to thousands, said. in matter especially they must go by the Bible 
} peaking about the witness of the Holy verse by verse, and if they had Bibles with 
| Spirit to a man’s own soul - “It is most them he would ask them to turn to them for : 
{ dificult’ to ‘find words. in the language of passage after passage, making his address 
ia men to express the deep things of God.” rather a Bible reading than anything of the 
ne speaker) thought that specially nature Of personal address of his own), 
! applied to the subject which was to be was found in Matt. xxviii. 19: “fn the mame 
| brought before them that afternoon—the of ihe Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Trinity in Unity. Any number of iustra- Gahosi.” Now they must remember that this 
tons had been given to them at various great truth, like indeed all the others in 
| umes to explain the Trinity, but they all fell Scripture, was not set down for them in « 
| short of the reality. In dwelling on some theological or scientific form. The Bible 
| of these illustrations, he pointed out that it Fane eat with them in that way. The 
was only by faith they could conceive the Bible was not a series of statements as to 
reality of the Trinity and experience the science that they could lay aside as they did 
| effect of that truth in the heart. He sup- scientific statements and build up ready- 
| posed none of them had much doubt about made a science of theology. All those who 
the Personality of the Lord and Saviour bad to do with that great subject, scichce. 
Jesus Christ. He must confess that it had knew that well. What the Bible did was to 
rf chariged the whole tenour of his life when i give them facts, truths ; and jit left to the ; 
| first dawned upon him that God the Holy people of God the task of forming a science 
19) Ghost was not an influence but a Person ; of theology out of them. What seemed to him 
that in prayer with this the fundamental truth of 
Person ; that He was a Person that was t. cy Couldspeak of any truth in it as especially 
} make hold of him with an ‘eternal love, and fundamental) weakened the doctrine of the 
; that He was to be in him to teachhim and | unity of God. it was the first, for long it was 
: use and control him, and that he was not to the only quarter in which that great truth, 
i Chet unsle step unless God the Holy was laid down. It came upon a world that 
; Ghost managed the whole of his steps. In bad known and worshipped and bowed before 
| See faith let them cast themselves upon and feared false gods of an linfinite number. 
: God the Father that afternoon, realising that and its one great declaration, ever repeated 
- Zod the Son was transforming thein into the and never to be mistaken, was that verse, 
| same image that was seen in Christ | "One only—the living and true God.” The 
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first commandment of the Decalogue, Exod. son might be defined as a being who had a 
=x. 3, was, “Thou shalt have no other gods responsible will, That was the esse":ce of a 
before Me.” ‘The clear declaration in Isa. person, “ has a responsible will.” Well, let 
xlv. 22 (there were three other declarations them go to the Word of God, and first of all 
in the same chapter in almost identical words) to the Old Testament. There it was a remark. 
was, “1 am God, and there is none else.” able thing that they could trace, in many parts 
There were not three Gods; there was one of the Old Testament—from beginning to end 
God—the fundamental truth of Scripture. they could trace—the three persons in the 
Then, secondly, he had to call their attention unity of the Godhead. Not that one main- 
to a somewhat extraordinary fact, that they tained for a moment that this was understood 
had in the world false systems of religious by those who wrote, or read, in the olden 
teaching ; they had something like a trinity of times, bot that we now, from our vantage 
gods shadowed forth, almost mimicry of the ground of truth, could discern what had been 
doctrine of the Trinity, as Satan did so often there from the first. Did they remember 
imitate and mimic the truth of God. In how the Bi 
Brahminism they had these three : Brahma, the first two verses of the Bible, “In the 
Vishau, and Siva. They would remember beginning God created the heaven and the 
that in the heathenism of Greece and Rome arth ; and the earth was without form and 
they had Saturn, Jupiter, and Neptune. Nay, void; and darkness was upon the face of the 
some had ventured to say, as their Chair- deep, and the Spirit of God moved upon the 
man, in his extremely careful and beautifal face of the waters"? In the beginning God 
address, had told them already, that in the created, God the Son cre=ted. He was God 
structure of man himself they had an indica. the Son who was spoken of here : John i. 3, 
tion of the Trinity, in spirit, soul, and body; * All things were made by Him.” In the be- 
and they knew that in one of the recent great ginning God the Son created the heavens and 
systems of philosophy born on the Continent the earth, and the Spirit of God moved on 
it being taught that every individual was the of the Holy Trinity were found there. In 
Being, the Becoming, and the Become, if he the beginning of Exodus they had the first 
might put it in their odd language—that the revelation of God to Israel, a very notable 
Being represented the Father, that the Be- event, therefore likely to be connected with 
come represented the Son, the manifestation; very notable teaching ; Exodus iii. >: “ And 
and that the Becoming, or the process of the angel of the Lord appeared unto Him.” 
manifestation, represented the Spirit. it was And the 4th verse: “And when Jehovah 
extremely difficult to express those tenets in saw” (he need not tell them that was Jeho- 
ordinary language. But observe, in the two vah there) “God called.” ‘Sixth verse : 
former cases, the cases of Brahminism and “Moreover, He said .. . | am the God of 
of the Greek and Roman polytheism, they Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
had three gods, nut three persons in one Jacob.” Did they notice the three names, 
God. _ the angel of the Lord,” “ Jehovah,” God” ? 
Meantime in the case of the other they had Did they notice cach of the three persons, as 
not persons, but in the one instance they had _ they could now describe them ? Each did 


asked him what a“ person” was. He could 


parts of the man : not separate persons, but 
parts of the man ; and in the other they had 
aspects of the being. Again nothing truly 
like the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. The 
teaching of Scripture was that there were 
three persons who were one God ; that there 
was one God who was thitee persons. They 


only give a rough working definition. A per- 


something separate. The angel appeared 
(verse 2), Jehovah saw (verse 4)—He was not 
seen, but He saw ; God called (verses 4 and 
6); the Spirit of God, the Spirit spoke ex- 
pressly, “ He called” : the face of God who 
* "; God the Son, God the Son 
appeared : * Behold the Father saw ” ; God 
the Spirit spoke expressly, ard “called.” 
He would take them again. to Numbers vi. 


j 


> 
| 
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24, the blessings of Moses. And strangely Lond hath anointed Me io preach good tidings 
enough the Jews, the Rabbis, always had an | ante the mech ; He hath sent Me to bind up 
ina impression that there was something meant lhe broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
& here about our Trinity, or something of the captives, and the opening of the prison to them 
3 nature of the Trinity in God that they could thal are bound ; lo proclaim the acceplable of 
- not understand; and they had been going fFehorah.” What had they here? “Me”; 


= rounc and round about that thought in various they knew that to be Messiah, because the 
ways. Par the totes | tank tages His ministry with those very 


all united at the bottom ; and there was one | God 
Jewish Rabbi who had said in his writings Father? Father, Son, 
that the letter “ Shin” was a picture of God. again in one verse. Now 

Oh, strange guesses at trath, the strange im- the New Testament. Almost at 
| _ pressions formed by those who did not see Matt. iii. 16, they saw, without one 
the truth that we did now | “ The Lord bless explanation, the Bible gave them the 
thee and keep thee, the Lord make His face And the conscience said, What de you 
shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee; of them? “And jesus, when He was 
; the Lord lift ap His countenance upon thee, baptized, went up straightway out of the 
; and give thee peace.” He did not take that water, and, lo, the heavens were opened unto 


last verse to mean the lifting up of the coun- Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descend- 
Ht tenance as speaking of the face of God, . ing” (there was God the Spirit) “like a dove, 
j but that it was to be understood entirely in a and lighting upon Him ; and, lo, a voivé from 
symbolical sense, namely, the approval of heaven'saying, This is My beloved Son” (there 
| God. “Shine upon thee.” Hethoughtthat was God the Father) “in whom I am well 
{ meant the manifestation of God, which they pleased.” Then they went to 
: knew was in Jesus Christ. And therefore in of Christ to see what He told them abont 
the first verse they had God the Father bless- this remarkable truth in the Gospel. He 
ing and keeping, but in the second God the asked them to find two passages of St. John’s 
Son making His face to shine and being Gospel, xv. 26: “Bat when the Comforter 
gracious. Grace was a special gift, as they is come whom I will send unto you from 
: would see about the Son ; the Lord marking the Father.” Not only in one verse, but 
| His approval by His shining countenance and in one clause of one verse they had the 


giving them peace. Now they turned to Comforter—God the Holy Ghost. “l”—God 
Isaiah, and there were two very remarkable the Son ; the “ Father” —God the Father. So 
verses there which they now understood, but in chapter xiv. they had a similar passage, 
were not understood at the time they were verses 16 and 17: “/ will pray the Father,and 
written. _ Isaiah xlii. rt: “Behold My ser- He shall give you another Comforter, thai He 
vant whom I uphold ; Mine elect, in whom | may abide with you for cver ; even the Spirit of 
My soul delighteth ; | have put My Spirit | Truth; whom the world cannot receive because 
upon Him ; He shall bring forth judgment | it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him ; for He 
to the Gentiles.” dwelleth with you, and shall be in you,” He— 
It was beyond doubt that-almost all the | the Paraclete,God the Spirit of Truth. ._They 
Jewish writers had concurred in saying that | bad been at the baptism of Jesus, and at the 
the servant there was the Messiah. There teaching of Jesus, at His feet. Now let them 
fore they had ao hesitation in saying, go to the baptism of the disciples. Matthew 
“My servant,” that was the Son. “I xxviii. 19, “ baptizing them inthe name.” Now 
have put My Spirit ‘upon Him,” that notice; not in the “names”—* not in the 
was God the Holy Ghost. “I,” “My,” | name of the Father, in the name of the Son, \ 
4 | “He.” Who could that be but God the and in atne of the Holy Ghost.” This 


- Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me ; because the | shows the absolute unity of the Tricxe 4 


) Father, all in one verse ? Isaiah Ixi.1 : “‘ The | would be three a but ws “ =“ 
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They had the | 
language : “baptizing them in the one name, | 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” That was the 
baptism of the disciples. the 


“the grace of the Lord jesus Christ, and 
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in Wien: Father to 
give and no Son to be given. Part of the 
teaching and the truth of the Holy Trinity 
was john vi. 38: “I came down from 
heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the will 
of Him that sent Me the self-abnegation of 


He was suffering and dying for their redemp- 


tion. Part of the truth and the teaching 
the Holy Ghost. of the Holy Trinity is in John xvi. 7; “ It is 


Now, let them tell him, Was-ene of these | expedient for you that | go away : for if I go 


Had they 
ever trembled at a child's prayer ? 


“ The selisame Spirit dividing to every man 
severally as He will.” The will of the Father, 


Ghost. Now let him speak for a moment on 


great teaching. 


What did it tell them of God the Father? | 


“God so loved the world, that He gave | 
His only-begotten Son.” That was part. 


of the spiritual -teaching of the Holy | 
_ Trimity. 


there; wero: three | 


not away, the Comforter will not. come unto 
oly you; but if 1 depart, I will send Him unto 
you.” 


This glorious blessing of the presence of the 


_ Holy Ghost, so marvellous that it was better 
- for them that Jesus Christ should go in order 
that the Spirit might come— it was part of the 
| teaching of the Holy Trinity. Then once - 
again. Was fellowship possible to them with 


each of these ? Was it possible? John xvii. 
5: “Il have glorihed” Thy name. Fellow- 


Phil. iti. 10: “That | may know Him, 
His resurrection, and the 


the ch the Holy Ghost be 
you.” Almost as a corrective, but they 
put it rather the other way, for Paul was 


- first. Paul wrote much earlier, mnch earlier, 


_ this Second Corinthians ; and it was as if John 
"remembered that there was something that 
the others had not told, and something per- 
_ haps that he would like to add to it. “Yes,” 
he could conceive him saying, “ Yes, the 
communion of the Holy Ghost be with 
you, but is with the 


\ 

Paal's benediction. It was very remarkable, 
up, 
the love of God, and the communion of the awful descent He mace, the coming from 
Holy Ghost.” Note: three persons. Notice to earth 
about three gifts, three blessings, distinctive 
—grace of the Lord 
Scriptures, and knew so little of the mi 
God as to venture to put in three persons, of | 
whom one was God and the other two only 
His creatures? They had been there, at the 
benediction of St. Paul. But did they ever 
think of the Christian's prayer? Or, if it was 
necessary; might he ask, Had they thought 
Father, for the sake of the Son, and the . 
whole doctrine of the Holy Trinity was with jesus m His sufferings. And then 
involved and implied and whispered in a 2 Cor. xiii. 14: “ The communion of the 
child’s prayer. One word with regard to Holy Ghost be with you.” Notice for a 
the personal acts represented as done by moment this last expression, and let it sink 
the three persons in the Holy Trinity. “he into their minds, because in the First Epistle 
personal acts. He had given as a working of john iii. they had a remarkable saying, 
definition a responsible will as always needed and in it a remarkable limitation : “ Truly 
fora person. Well, listen. John vi. 38: our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
“ The will of Him that sent Me” ; a distinct His Son Jesus Christ.” Many had asked 
will of God the Father. John v.21: “Even the question, Where is the Holy Ghost? 
so the Son quickeneth whom He will.” “The He answered, 2 Cor. xiii 14: “ The 

with 
the will of the Son, and the will of the Holy must 


EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE QUARTERLY. 


7 
=) 
4 
| 
| 
‘ 


EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE QUARTERLY. 215 
they turned round and said: We do know | Real Faith came through the Scripture or it 
this about God, that if there is a God He never came at all, because real faith did not 
cannot reveal Himself to men. But the two rest upon reason ; it rested upon revelation, 
positions were mutually destructive. Now and, remember, revelation was a reasonable 
the argument of the philosophers did not ground for faith. Did they remember ihe 
carry them very far. Itc 
unity of the Godhead. The px 
at the centre of the universe t 
on every side was a single p< 
that the 
universe. 


— 


what happened to the 


chapter of St. Mark how some of the Jews 


who looked upon Jesus Christ, everybody 


could tell that God was within, and that it 
was by God's power alone He lived His life 


not explain these things. And they had 


men?” Ask the Christian, and he knew; 
ask the Infidel and he could not ariswer. 
This last point was this, that when faith was 


| thas exercised it received an abundant 


reward. It received a full confirmation, and 
faith ripened into knowledge, and a man got 
a witness in his own soul—the witness of the 
Spirit such as he never had before. They 
found that in John iii., for directly Jesus had 
invited Nicodemus to believe all these things 
on His own , He went on to explain 
what would happen : “ Whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life.” When a man truly had everlasting life 
he knew it. Certainly those dying Israelites, — 
when they beheld the serpent and were 
healed, they knew it. And there was addi- 
tional confirmation in the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. How did Naaman learn tat there 
was only one God in all the earth? When he 
came up to Elisha he was filled with his own 
thoughts—“ Behold I thought.” But after he 
had washed and been cleansed it came before 
him, and he said, “Behold now I know 
there is no God in all the earth but in Israel.” 
How did he know it? By process of reason- 


ing? Not abit of it. God had revealed Himself 
to Naaman as he was washed and made clean 
in the River Jordan. When were they toknow ? 
Dr. Cumming took them to the Scriptures and 
led them through many precious portions of 
God’s Word. He wished: to lead them. to 


j 


| 216 EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE QUARTERLY. 
tT in their orchards. They did not refuse to cat fit 
: an apple because they did not understand 

how it grew. They were always accepting 
1 things which they did not understand, and | took refuge in 
: Jesus Christ declared here that the witness | the infidel of 
of Scripture should be known by a master of | to take refage 
Israel, and that his own personal witness as | brought to a 
Pea “one who spake to what he knew was a 
| 
which he could not understand. They read 
| i in the newspapers last year about the faith- 

aia tT. fulness of those Chinese martyrs ; they heard | 

| of those splendid missionaries who died for 

HE Christ. Was that “from heaven, @r of 

) difficulty, every question might be dissolved | 
ET into a plain matter of fact—a plain, ordinary [eee 

matter of fact. They said, “How do we 

know thereisa God?” He replied,“ Very | 

well, how do you explain the history of the 
children of Israel if there is no God; or | 
| body of Jesus if 
there is noGod? How do you explain what 
happened to Saul of Tarsus if there is not a_ 
God? Bring in revelation and all your 
metaphysics vanish, and the questions of 
. philosophy are resolved into questions of 
| evidence.” (Applause.) And was not this 
exactly the way in which Christ Himself 
) answered those who challenged His 
| came to Him and said unto Him, “ By what | 
authority doest Thou these things?” as if 
) the authority of Jesus was not as plain as | 
the sun in the heaven. Everybody knew | 
A who went to Him with an honest heart | ; 
did not want to believe, and they asked, 
: “By what authority doest Thou ‘these 
things?” And how did Christ | | 
' them? Christ brought them in answer to a | 
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thai | am in My Father, and ye in Me, and I 
in you.” Note the unity of the Godhead and 
their fellowship with God. What day would 
they know it? At that day; it meant the 


; 


at Christian missions, how they encompassed 
the world. Where were the missions of the 
Unitarians ? Where were those people who 
found it so easy to believe in God that they 
were not troubled with haying to believe in 
the Incarnation cr the Holy Trinity; and 
where were their missions? Because when 


on to tight to keep it at all : 
faith held on to them, (Ap 
got a picture of a dead faith 
of Isaiah relating to the failure 
Babylon to save themselves. 


= 


| 


a7 


They got in that same chapter the assurance 
for God's people, “ Even & hoor hairs will 1 
carry you.” They saw the idols carried on 
camels and not being able to stand up ; the 
Christian to hoar hairs being carried by the 
Lord Jesus Christ the living God. “The full 
confirmation came when they let their whole 
soul go on the full testimony of the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; when they knew the grace of 
Jesus Christ in pardoning their sin ; the love 
of God the Father in arranging the details of 
their daily life ; and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit, day by day making real to them 
the Father and the Son. He would add one 
very practical thought. His special subject 
was the unity of the Godhead, and he sup- 
posed he was expected to point out any ways 
in which they sometimes pressed their 
blessed doctrine of the Trinity, misrepresent- 
ing it and forgetting the unity. He was 


Fs 


by day.—Dr. Exper Cummine offered 


concluding prayer. | fe. 


| John xiv. Might he remind them of the 

twentieth verse, “ Al that day ye shail know 
day of Pentecost, when the disciples were 
filled by the Holy Spirit. If they would put | 
forward their faith on the | 
| 
| 
| 
afraid there was a danger of doing that in 
touching on the Atonement. He had heard 
_ that doctrine proclaimed as if there was a 
about the Atonement, or the Incarnation; lack of harmony in the Godhead. That was 
to run the risk of absolutely impossible. Love of God the Son 
terrible mystery | was not greater than love of God the Father. 
as we will merely | The righteousness of God the Father was not 
tell in a beneficent | more strong than the righteousness of the 
Father in heaven,” and that will do. Look | Son. The first Bible picture of the Atonement 
of Calvary was given in the twenty-second 
vp his 
| of the picture was 
| n it a picture of the love 
| 
in their souls, when | ee an 
oss of our Lord Jesus it cost 
of God, and the com-— 
Spirit, they had got all 
daily life, and they found 
got it that they had got a persons in 
: | ; for love must have some one to 
was love for all eternity— 
loving Son and loving Father; and a loving 
God was all they needed. Only believe in 
Him, on the testimony of revelation, and 


_ fulness of the Godhead bodily.” 
neither a fallible Christ es certain of the!| 


> 
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At the evening mecting on Wednesday, 


the Rev. G. D. Hoorer (Baptist), presided, 
and the subject dealt with was— 


Bis Work of Atonement for Sm- 
ners, and Mis Mediatorial Inter- 
cession and Reign. 


By rae Rev. G. D. Hoorsr. 


If any one of us were asked, What is the 
central point of all Christian truth, what the 
pivot oa which Christianity turns, we should 
all probably reply, “the Person of Christ” 
—He ws Christianity. We are, however, at 
once beset by the question— 


ts He? 


The Scripture answers, “He is the Son of | 


God, the second Person in the One God- 
head, who became man for our salvation.” 

When “the Word became flesh” (John i. 
14) two natures united in the one Person, 
the Divine and human. He was at once 
perfect God and perfect man: one with the 
Father as touching His Godhead, born of the 
Virgin as to His human nature. 
we sing— 


“Veiled in flesh the Godhead sce, 
Hail the incarnate Deity ; 

Pleased as man with men to d well, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel |” 


This recognition of our Lord's Deity and | 


Incarnation is fundamental to Christianity. 
So far as the outlook to-day is concerned, 
we have to emphasise the Divine nature of 
ovr Lord as real against the theories and 
romances that accept His ethics but doubt 
His Diety. A misconception of His empty- 
ing (or kenosis) pictures Him as ignorant or 
mistaken in His teaching. We too believe 
He laid aside His glory; but we also hold 
that He who stilled the storm, healed the 
sick, raised the dead, and knew men’s 
thoughts before they spoke, who revealed . 
the Father, was one in whom dwelt “all the 
He was 


critics teach), nor a creature of His age, but 7 
the Lord Fesus Christ, the Son of God. 


Way Dip He Come? 


Scripture is no less clear as to the purpose 
of the Incarnation. He was “the Lamb of 


God, who taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John i. 29). “He who knew no sin, became 
sin for us, that we might be made the 
fighteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 21). 
_ Hence the death of Christ was mach more 
than a great moral spectacle: it was @ vin- 
dication of God's righteous government, and 
a voluntary propitiation by reason of which 
God forgives sinful men. The Son of God 
became the Son of Man that the sons of men 
might become the sons of God. 

In view of the awful ravages of sin, the 
profound needs of man, and the unsullied 
holiness of God, the Atonement is at once our 


with God. Because of this Atonement God 
can be just, and still can justify the sinner 
who believes. Hence the Atonement is the 


Thermopylz of Evangelical Christianity. 


Wuat He ts Dore 


will be shown in considering His miediatorial 
intercession. The false claims to Sacrificial 
Priesthood by any class of men on earth will 
be disproved by displaying the all-sufficing 
_ Priesthood of Jesus in heaven for us—the 
One Mediator between God and man, imply- 
ing by Divine authority there is no room for 
the mediation of angels, saints, or popes or 
priests, or Church, seeing that Christ “ever 
liveth to make intercession for us” (Heb. vii. 
25). 


Way He 1s Comixo, 

Christ’s gracious intercession is to end in 

_ His glorious reign. He who was our Prophet, 
_ when on earth, speaking as never man spake 
—who is our Great High Priest, passed into 

the heavens—is coming again as our King, that 

He may reign “from the river to the ends 

of the earth,” and the sovereignty of this 

that our Lord His 


God grant He may quickly come, 
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Beity, Incarnation, and Atone- 
By rue Rev. A. E. Barwes-Lawrence. 
On the shore of Galilee’s lake nineteen 


centaries ago stood One who said in 
explicit ‘terms that He was not as other 
are: “T am which 


supposed master-key to the secrets 
of the universe, will not turn in this lock. 
We know intimately the human descent and 


none is forthcoming.” Mature consideration 
will only vindicate the truth of J. S. Mill's 
remark that Christ is “a unique figure, not 
more unlike His predecessors than all His 
followers.” Yet the attempt to account for 
Him on a natural basis still goes on ; book 
after book issues from the press, and if one 
theory fails another takes its place. Now 
what is the meaning of all this? Simply 
this, that Christ has not yet been so ac- 
counted for. Learned men do not write 
books to prove that Seneca, or Dante, or 


"Quoted by Ballard, “ Miractes of Unbelief.” 


bly, not as sceptics but as worshippers ; 
as doubters, but in full assurance of faith ; 
we deal with them with one special 
ification that unbelief can never enjoy, 
the qualification of personal love to Him of 
whom we speak. Love is essential to real 


& 
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. | not buy them if they did, it knows they were 
| men; but Jesus Christ was not as other 
came down out | 
of this bread, 
speaker was 
7 stumbled at H 
saying, but it is 
it absurd ; 
We notice that all who came into personal | Sept, we 
contact with Christ and His claims felt the wont. To do justice to any hamen character 
. to account for Him : “Is | ere "ust be. sympathy and affection. As 
of Joseph, whose father + Christians we are alone fully competent to 
: deal with the Person and Work of Christ ; - 
but if Christians we are still learners, for 
| discipleship carries this mark, that it is ever 
and stii | capable of development ; we are deeply con- 
Byoly. | that “we see through a glass darkly,” 
_ and our prayer must be that of the apostle, 
“that I may know Him.” 
_ Asa Christian then I am content to go for 
teaching on these questions to the Master 
anc’ | Himself, and'to sit at His feet. 1 propose to | 
count for His Person. Professor Henslow: | ‘ke His own statements as to His relation 
has summed up in a sentence the answer to | the Deity for our 
the evolutionist here, “When evidence for | PUFPOSS BOW Fils Wonds a8 recorded in the 
a natural evolution of Christ as He is por- fifth chapter of Goapel. 
trayed to as in the Gospels is looked for, | 1 speak, two preliminary questions obtrude 
they were penned by “the disciple whom 
, Jesus loved ” is confirmed by the best modern 
. scholarship, and 1 observe that one of the 
| latest issues of the Life of Christ, in German, 
from that fearless and able apologist, Dr. , 
3 Weiss, insists that the Gospel of john | 
is most dependable. The other is the \ 


far greater question of the dependability of 
Christ Himself. Was His self-emptying, or 
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Creator ; My Father ceases not to work, and 
I work.” He made Himself equal with God! 
feehngs 


of His omniscience, but it speaks absolutely 


nothing to us indeed | 


manner.” It is the claim of essential Unity. 


as to His trustworthiness. “He whom God “I can of Myself do nothing.” And this 
hath sent speaketh the words of God.”” The not from lack of power, but because His 
very fact of the kenosis is to us the Divine Being is inseparable from that of the Father. 


guarantee of His dependability. With this 
confidence, then, both as to the Lord Him- 
self and as to the Evangelist who records 
His deepest sayings, I take you at once to 
His witness to Himself. What He knew 


selected. 

Christ had purposely healed a man on the 
Sabbath day, and in answer to the indignant 
remonstrance of the Jews, He said, “My | 


| So absolute is that Unity that neither on the 


Sabbath day, nor any other, can Christ act 
independently. His will as man is so one 
with God's, that He claims to do not similar 


Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” The 


\ 
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men to whom He spoke, be it remembered, 
: henosis, as men term it, of such a character | the trained theologians of the 
; as to invalidate His testimony on certain | Instantly they perceived the scope of His 
| points? Are we on such points to accept | reply. In effect it was simply this: “ The 
His words with a certain reserve ? I would | Sabbath has no meaning to Jehovah. The 
say at once that if He cannot be trusted on | Sabbath is a boon to the creature, not to the 
that He can be trusted on any. He to 
whom dying men are bidden look for eternal | 
| life must needs be wholly trustworthy if | inflamed; for blasphemy such as this 
trusted at all. For myself, | would confi- | there was but one penalty—death. But 
dently use the fact of the Lord’s Aenosis as a | Christ, with that solemn “Amen, amen, | 
reason, not for doubt, but for the most | say unto you,” which in this Gospel marks 
implicit confidence in His every word. The the introduction of His deepest teaching, 
nity “emptied asserts yet again His relationship to the 
1 | oe dane Not by losing some- equality by one jot, nay, He strengthens it by 
| | doubtless He divested Him- a fourfold statement of the most extraordinary 
i EE wiorics, but by taking some- . kind. We may saiely say that no more pro- 
' Not by parting with His Godhead, found utterance has ever been heard upon 
H] were inconceivable, bot by as- earth than the words that follow. Jesus, 
our manhood. The Greek is clear self-conscious that He stands alone among 
, having taken the men, alone untainted by sin, alone in His 
" The henosis, in a_ relation to the Father, asserts that relation 
| of our Lord’s | in four essential particulars. 
| do the Father's will | 1. “Amen, amen, | say unto you, the Son 
a disqualification, to can do nothing of Himself, but what He 
; tfect messenger to secth the Father doing: for what things 
| 
works but the same works. To use West- 
5a God to be in relation to Himself, what He | cott’s words, His works are coincident and 
i knew Himself to be in relation to God—this coextensive with the Father’s. I am bold 
must be of decisive and final import to the | to say that Christ’s claim of perfect unity of 
Christian student. That witness was mani- | purpose and action either rested on the 
at », told, and we must perforce confine our- | inner relations of the Deity, or it was simply 
1h selves to the one explicit statement I have | the blasphemy the Jews thought it. 
| 2. But now He proceeds further and lays 
distinct claims to Divine knowledge: “ For 
| the Sather the fan. 
ie | Him all things that Himself docth.” Love. 
: delights to reveal itself in action. Love’s 
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Son.” It is quite clear that these terms can be | 


co-equal with the Father ; and» 


aad untrue: 


Hear the words of the Lord Jesus Him-— 
Mark vi. 12: “ Having yet therefore One 


Son, His well-beloved, He sent Him also last 


Here is one who calls Himself God's Son : 
God's well-beloved Son ; 
His one Son ; 
To be reverenced. 
These words apply to One only. 
Rev. xxii, 12-16: “I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the first 


“Jehovah of Hosts.” 


present with us at this hour. 
_ or three are gathered together,” He is “ Jesus 


for ever.” He is the “I am.” 
Abraham was I am ”"—and this takes me in 
_ thought to Him as the Creator, for “ by Him 
were all things created that are in Heaven . 


passages are to be received, to what conclu- 
sion must we come? How can such a verse 


deceived ? “All judgment is committed to 
the Son,” “whose eyes are as a flame of fire.” 

I further ‘claim that He is omnipresent— 
“ Where two 


Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
Before 


and that are in earth, visible and invisible. 
Whether they be thrones or dominions or 
principalities or powers, all things were 
created by Him and for Him” (Col. i. 16). “In 


the beginning was the Word, and the Word | 


was with God, and the Word was God” 
Not only is He creator, tut He is a 


“ Saviour, Christ the Lord ”’-—the Divine 


\ 


o 


i 
i} no angel, however exalted ; indeed the first as Phil. ii. 11 be explained away ?}—‘ That 
Gi chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews és every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ : 
i written to show the pre-eminence of the is Lord, to the glory of God the Father,” or 
at Lord Jesas over all angela, and to set Him 1 Cor. ii, 8—* Had they known it, they 
aa forth as “the Heir of all things, by whom | 
a. also He (God) made the worlds, and by | 
whom He upholds all things by the word of 
His power.” By generation, by inheritance 
a more excellent name demons, of disease, of death, of things pre- 
ee ' sent and things to come; that He is now 
I shall now proceed to show that the Lord exalted “far above all principality and 
Jesus claims by His own words to be the power, and might, and dominion, and every 
, Eternal Son, TE ©ame that is named, not only in this world 
for this reason do I emphasise it—that His but in that which is to come ” (Eph. i. 23), 
: own words are the strongest possible proof and not only omnipotent but omniscient ; 
; cither that He is what He claims to be, or that even in the days of His flesh He knew 
| that He is an untruthful impostor utterly what was in man, that He correctly read men’s 
ine unworthy of credence. There is no loophole _ hearts, motives, desires, that He knew their 
! | from this conclusion. He is one or the _ history and their future, their present or fature 
itt ps * utterly illogical, choice, their final salvation or judgment ; 
) that He was not, never has been, never will 
be deceived concerning any member of 
| the duplicity, the deceit, the hypocrisy of 
i nn” men and women! Consider the special 
TE man to deceive, and then ask yourself, Could 
i} any man, through the ages dealing with 
| 
| and the last ”—words of awful blasphemy if 
~~ untrue, for these words are found in Isaiah 
| xli. 4, and Isaiah xliv. 6, as the words of 
He claims just what 
i 3 | the Lord Jesus claims, therefore the Lord 
iti Jesus claims equality. Doubtless many at 
10% once remember Phil. ii. 6 : “Who, being in | 
) the form of God, thought it not robbery to | 
: | be equal with God.” | 
Pat [ can only hurriedly remind you that | [IIIs 
several hundred times Jesus is called “the | 
a taught, what are we to say to the authenticity | 
and inspiration of Scripture? If these | 
| 


Forgiver of sin—as the palsied man, the 
woman who was a sinner, and millions since 
- have proved. He is the Resurrection and 
the Life, the coming King, the Prince of the 
kings of the earth. 

The Old Testament is as full of the Lord 


Jesus as the New. it would be easy to bring | 


many passages from the Prophets and the 
Psalms and put them down side by side with 
New Testament Scriptures, to find that they 
fit as a key fits a lock, that the Lord of the 
Old Testament is the Christ of the New. For 


example, “ The Lord sent fiery serpents among 
the people, and they bit the people ” (Numb. 
xxi. 7). “ Neither let us tempt Christ, as some 
of them also tempted and were destroyed of 
serpents.” Again, “The Lord is my Shep- 
herd,” “He shall feed His flock like a 
shepherd (Old Testament). 

Who does it? John x. makes it clear ! 

In the Old Testament, “the Lord God” 
searches His sheep and secks them out 
(Ezek. xxxiv.), but the Lord God of Ezckiel is 
“the Son of man, who has come to seek and 
to save that which was lost ” (Luke ix. ro). 

If further proofs are needed, consider how 
the names of the Father and Son are coupled 
in such passages as— 

_“ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,” &c. ; 
“Go ye therefore and teach all nations,” &c. ; 
“James, a servant of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” &c. ; “ Let not your heart be 
troubled,” &c. (See Torrey, * What the 
Bible Teaches”) 

Also remember how 
Worship, how all the holy angels are ex- 
horted to worship Him (Heb. i.), and then 


lesson for the day the tenth chapter of Joshua, 
in which the words occur, “Sun, stand thou 
still upon Gibeon, and thot moon in the vallicy 
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of Ajalon,” a gentleman in the week follow- 


We believe that the Eternal Son was the 
Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary ; and if 
I venture a guess in the whole of this paper 
it shall be, that this essential doctrine will be 


tance of Philip’s mistake, in John i. 45, when 
he said to Nathaniel, “We have found him 
of whom Moses and the prophets did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Joseph ;” but 


Temptation (Heb. ii. 18). 
Death (1 Cor. xv: 3. 


— 


| for you last Sunday in Church.” “Why?” 
said Mr. Bardsley. “Oh, having to read to 
an intelligent congregation that nonsense 
about the sun and the moon!” “Oh,” said 
“don't pity me; good 
_ many of my congregation were Christians |” 
* Well,” said the man, “1 hope you don’t 
consider that | am sof a Christian!” “All 
know,” said Mr. Bardsley, “is this: if you 
are a Christian, you believe a miracle 
stupendous in the Incarnation of our Ador- 
able Lord that the one recorded in Joshua x. 
is hardly worthy of being considered a 
miracle (by comparison).” Mr. Bardsley’s 
friend was silent ! 
True—if oar Lord during “the days of 
His flesh” had two natures in One Person 
and was indeed very God and very man, we 
may all stop and worship before inquiring, 
| What saith the Scripture? We have only 
| now to turn to the question of His Humanity, 
| to “the Man Christ Jesus,” the One Mediator, 
| who is called the “Son of Man” seventy- 
| seven times, and who is so called by Stephen 
after His ascension. 
assailed with ever intenser opposition till 
“the glorious appearing.” The certury we 
| have begun will witness increasing accep- 
number of men deny His Divinity—His | Sspirit-taug: 
essential Deity—does it alter the fact? “If | Nathaniel, speaking to Jesus said, “ Rabbi, 
ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in thou art the Son of God, thon art the King 
your sins.” | of Israel.” Son of Joseph He is not, though 
From Deity to Incarnation is a step so | of the seed of David, Mary’s firstborn Son. 
stupendous that faith alone can take it. A Man who knew Weariness (John iv. 6). 
Many years ago I knew well the late Rev. | Sleep (Matt. viii. 24). 
James Bardsley, of St. Ann’s, Manchester, | Hunger (Matt. xxi. 18). 
who told me that once, after reading as | : ae 
| 
“ 


t 

a 


= 
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He “emptied Himecli;" He “grew in « He here the sin of many.” 


wisdom.” “He sent His Son to be the propitiation 
He prayed (twenty-five times we are told for our sins.” 

this). | “For the tranmagression of My people was 
He was poor, forsaken, dependent on He smitten.” 

another for a grave. “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
He was baptized for service. of the Law.” 


These and similar facts show us how truly _ * He was made to be sin for us.” 
He was a man, and my third and last point “Who gave Himself for us.” 
gives us the reason for Incarnation. The “Christ loved the Church and gave Him- 
three doctrines are as truly a Trinity in self for it.” 
Unity and a Unity in Trinity as the three | “Behold the Lamb of God, which beareth 
Persons of the Godhead. It is impossible to away the sin of the world.” 
if These are but few of the passages which 


Incarnate? only one answer can be given. Him ; that we are justified by His blood— 
It was “to give His life a ransom for many,” that robes are made white in the Blood of 
that “through death He jmight destroy him the Lamb—that the life of the flesh is in the 
that had the power of death, that is, the Blood. “And I have givenitto you upon the 
Devil " (Heb. ii. 14). altar to make an Atonement for your souls” 

This is the subject of Scripture—the scarlet (Lev. xvii. 11). Is it not clear that guilt needs 
line—the one fact witnessed to by Abel and cleansing, that only His blood can cleanse, 
by all the saints of God under the inspiration and that He only cleanses those who in their 


it of. the song of the able to preach, but the knowledge that this 
redeemed, the joy of Heaven. Divine Son of God became Incarnate that 

If there be no Atonement, the death of the He might bear my sins in His own body on 
Lord Jesus is inexplicable. Ifno Atonement, the tree, and that I might know my eternal 
Scripture is incomprehensible, sin isunjudged, salvation through His death—my healing 
God’s honour is unvindicated, the sinner is through His wounds. May | pointedly and 
without hope. It is therefore of deepest affectionately ask every listener whether he 
importance that we grasp and know for or she has flied to this only Saviour, has 
ourselves experimentally that the Lord Jesus hidden in this cleft Rock, has rejoiced in 
went to the Cross instead-of the sinner, and the pardon of sin and in the knowledge of a 
that an infinitely holy and righteous God can | personal Saviour ? It is a thirsty man who 
be “ just, yet the Justifier of the ungodly.” | § drinks, a hungry soul eats God’s manna. 

The word “ Atonement” means a covering; The solemn question to be put to each one 
it does not mean “ At-one-ment,” that is | is, What think ye of Christ 2 May I not turn 
merely a play‘upon the word. It is an _ it round and say, What does Christ think of 
appeasement of wrath, or a means of ap- _you—of me? Does He sce us in all the 
peasing, a propitiation, an expiation, a pass- hideousness of sin—corrupt, unholy, spiri- | 
ing Over ; any explanation which falls short tually dead sinners? Or does He acknow- 
of this falls short of God’s Word. Let us see ledge us as those who tremble at His Word, 


if this is so. who have rested, do rest, entirely on Jesus 
| “ Without shedding of blood is no re- for time and Eternity ? 
mission.” A Catt To Decision. 

“ He was delivered for our offences.” | After reading his paper Mr. Wood made 


_ We are “ justified in His blood.” an earnest evangelistic appeal to the assem- 


1 
i 
we are taggnt of God we rently accept ate the case, Dul are to shc 
Tas His truth, whether able to understand or not. a Sin-bearer, a Paschal Lamb, and that life, 
. 7 To the question, Why did the Lord become salvation, glory, are alone from and through 
| 
| 
| | OF the Fioly Genost, is Ihe subject «Come tO Une lounlaim openec 
Pentateuch, of the Psalms, of the Prophets. The important thing for me is, not the being 
| 


od 


change, however marked. To quote St. Paul 


Strangely enough, when the word was used (Gal. v. 6; vi. 15), “ neither circumcision nor 


second time into his mother’s womb and be | 
it 


an explanation was 


there was a real birth in question, and that 
there was a deep mystery attached to it. A 


_ birth: yet not one of flesh, nor of earth, nor 


the same fact is set forth, in the New Testa- 
ment—the phrase Life-from-the-Dead, and the 


of any Church gives, nor takes away, the 
Regeneration of a man. It is not a mere 


_ reformation and outward change. 


2. Nor is it a mere change of view. In 


_ apostolic days men had to make a great 


decision as to the claims of Jesus Christ. 


Were they to follow Him, or Moses? Were 
_ they to be “cast out of the 


” 
be- 
cause they saw in Christ the long-promised 


Messiah, and accepted all His teaching? Or 


being Gentiles, Romans, or Greeks, must they 
renounce the beliefs of “their youth, and 
accept those of this small section of despised 


and persecuted Jews? But no such change _ 
‘| of mind and judgment secured for them the 


blessing of Regeneration. It was much more 
than that. It is done by the instrumentality 
4 


| | ‘ 
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To _ word Creation, the case is clearer still. There 
+5 are thirteen passages which cither directly 
ie or by inference use the former expression ; 
. and there are five which tell us that the 
change in a man is a new creation, making 
1 g Wlorh him @ new creature. The three words all 
| “Life from the Dead™ would also give 
ti Regeneration and Conbersion impression that there had been life before 
ot Sinners in the man, which is not so. 
ot of __ & new Creature alone would give the 
| not so. 
it “ Born of the Spirit."—Jomn iii. 8. | 
) The word from which we start is | 
one of the Lord’s own—* Born of the 
Spirit” (john iii. &. It is the description | 
if by the Lord Himself of what happens to 
| a man when he receives “the power (or 
24 privilege), to become a son of God” (john | 
i. s2) And it contains two great truths 
i which we may ponder for a little—the 
| being “born,” and the being bora “of the 
Spirit.” In other words, here are Regenera- from above. We may therefore come’ to 
ah tion, and its Author. certain conclusions, on the ground of Scrip- 
| 1. “Born,” or more fully, as given in the ture, concerning what we call Regeneration. 
| third verse of the same chapter, “born 1. Negatively, it is not a mere outward 
again” —born a second time: Regeneration. 
| by the Lord, it was questioned, and even  uncircumcigion availeth”: being a Jew and 
) : challenged by His hearer. “Howcanaman keeping the law does not secure it, nor does 
at uncircumcision prevent it. No membership 
+} might be explained. But the Lord did not - 
change the word ; did not substitute another ; 
i} did oot explain, farther than to insist that | [iii 
| 
ii of the will of man : but from above, of which | [Ia 
God was Author, God the Holy Spirit. 
Even if this word birth stood alone, so 
treated and so reiterated it would cover the | 
| whole ground of Regeneration. But when 
al ) we recall two other expressions, by which 
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of the Word of God. Almost always, to 
our own knowledge — possibly always, in 


than a change of society 


nor could do, before ; it is as if he bas risen 
from the dead. 


himself begin to be, and bring about his own 
; 80 this new life does not come from 
the man himself by any effort, although he 
heartily concurs therewith and welcomes it ; 
but it is prodwced by the power, presence, 
and action of another, even of God Himself. 

IL. Now let as turn to the second great 
truth which is brought before us by the 
words of the text : “ Born of the Spirit.” We 


of that new life, of which we have 
and which is so different from the 


Th 


in flesh, but in spirit, is a son of God. 


ngs. 
1. There is a preparatory work in several 


here, is the not believing on Christ ; showing 
that the case described: is that of men who 
have heard of Christ, and have been offered | 
His mercy and salvation, but have rejected 
these and would not believe in Him. And so 


_ not only is all their old sin. left as it was, to 


= 
ee 4 As no man can begin his own life, make 
word from the Bible, some message from 
God, is brought home to EEE 
moment when the soul has EE 
to sce the way. And at 
precious word is laid hold 
and God—God only, God 
eye, we take God to be | 
to be our Saviour, and we give up , 
other dependence. The Word of 
is thus honoured and leads up to have here told us in the plainest, and surely 
Himself. the most striking language, who is the author 
deepest reverence, the mys 
blessed declaration with which 
man. it ismuch more MEE with the Father "—was also, “ io- 
2nd relationship. 
is more than a change of ‘character. What) 
1. A new life has come into the man, w 18 , jand ae 
which was not there before, and which is which is born of the Spirit, is spirit.” 
Lire, as truly as that which belongs to the § Now in this work of the Holy Ghost, we 
body ; a life of the Spirit, in which God has may discern, as Scripture shows us, various 
2. A new moment has come in which that 
new life began, called, as the nearest approach stages. The Holy Spirit paves the way for 
which language can make to it, a second the Regeneration of a man beforehand. He 
birth. The moment may have been more or _ does so by convicting of sin and of the need 
less conscious to the man himself; but in of a Saviour. It is remarkable that our Lord, 
either case, it has been passed and experi- describing (John xvi. 8-11) the work of the 
enced by him. | _ Holy Ghost, begins by His work in the 
3. His old state was one of spiritual Death, | world, outside the Church ; all of it a work 
that is such a separation of the rest of the | of Conviction. “ He shall convince (or con- 
man from the spirit in him that he was dead | vict) the world of sin”; and the chief sin 
in trespasses and sins; and such a separa- | described, indeed the only one specified 
tion from God, that he lived utterly without | 
Him and had no sort of Communion with | 
Him : and instead of this old state, a new | 
state has begun. The living seed of a new | | 
life has been sown in him, so that he has | | 
beguh to live in spirit, which he never did, [a 


Tip 


that he understands, that he sees it so plainly, 
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_ to do” (Phil. ii. 13). 

_ May | add a few remarks as to the kind of 

_ Operation of the Holy Spirit in the work of 
Regeneration and Conversion ? 


the very interior, the secret place, within the 
Veil of the Temple of the Holy Ghost. 

2. His work affects all parts of the man’s 
being. It begins with what we call the 


3. While thus affecting all our faculties, 


| dothe 
| Divine and Human elements touch? and 
“ff where? The question is frequently apt to 
il occur, and to recur, not only at the beginning 
Bi. in | 
it see the 
Silas,” and bringing them out, 
wees what must I do to be experience of the Christian finds no difficulty 
in his own movement of will and energy ; 
and in his assured conviction that it is “ God 
_ who is the Worker in him, both to will and 
BE 
itis an inward work. Not from with- 
understand before, he docs now. He sees out, but from within. “Spirit with spirit 
save and willing to save Aim; can meet: nearer is He than breathing, and 
The Spirit of 
to be touched, to be spoken to, God meets the spirit of man ; and does so in 
~ to be clung to. And that “ opening of the | 
a} eyes” is done by the blessed Spirit of God. | 
| It it His Work in Regeneration. - | 
But there is more than that. The ques-_ 
tl tion is—Will the man accept Christ? Now | spirit, the part which has been dormant and 
a1 it 18 : _ But it spreads, embracing what St. Paul calls 
1) he say, Yes? It is the determination of the | “the soul.” It reaches the Intellect, clarify- 
4 Soul. It is the crisis, a moment big with all ing and balancing all its judgments ; and the 
+h the future of Eternity. He cries, “Lord, | Imagination (that most dangerous -faculty, 
save me, I perish!” It is the Holy Ghost | which is, perhaps, the last to be sanctified, 
a) himself in the Arms of Christ. A saved | blessed use). It lays hold on the feelings 
. man! A man born again. “ By grace are | and emotions—it regulates the passions—it 
‘ ye saved: and that not.of yourselves ; it is | specially deals with the habits. All this of 
isi) the gift of God.” This turning, and the | course comes afterwards—in Regeneration it 
; preparatory steps which led to it, we call | ins. 
: | Conversion, looking at it from the Homan | 
. side. The whole event, Divine and Human, | the pirit’s | 13 in the 
} | is the new birth, Regeneration. And it has | Conscience, as we might expect. St. Paul 
| for its Author the Holy Ghost. tells us of this: “My conscience bearing me 
| Men have often turned in much perplexity | witness in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. ix. 1). 
H to inquire where the Human element comes | That is one side of the truth; the other is, 
i] in which makes responsibility ; and still more | “ The Spirit beareth witness with our spirit” 
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(Rom. viii. 16). In the one case, our Con- 
science witnesses in the Spirit ; in the other, 


One word of caution. There is « condition 
which is essential before we form a judzment 


the Spirit witnesses in us. And there is nothing on these great questions which have been 


more beautiful or more blessed than the 
work of the Spirit in the Conscience of a 
Believer. 


“ALL Become New.” 


4. It will be seen from this that the work 
of the Spirit changes in time the whole 


80, as it might be! But deep into that Will, 
nay, deeper still, into the very Ego of the 
being, He personally comes, to guide and 


because the man and Christ are at one : nay, 
they are one! “lin you, and ye in Me.” I 
remember an inquirer coming to me, full of 
concern and full of difficulty as to the truths 
which I have been expounding, as if-they 
meant that a man’s will would ‘then be 
destroyed and he become little more than a 
machine. To whom I replied, that in that 
case Christ Himself must have been an 
Automaton; for He said, “I came not to do 
Mine own Will, but the Will of Him that 
sent Me” (john vi. 38). Indeed, there is no 
state of manhood so complete as Redeemed 
Manhood, in which God dwells and through 
which God works. The individuality of man 
is never so perfect as when it is “created 
anew” in Christ Jesus. If any man be 
“born of the Spirit,” and so be “ in Christ 
, Jesus, he is a new creature.” — 


4 


before us. We must ourselves have ex- 
perienced and lived through the new birth 
before we can understand it. The Holy 
Spirit in us must “open our eyes” before we 
can discern the work which the Holy Spirit 
does in bringing a man to Christ, and so 
saving him. Without that experience a man 
cannot understand it. “The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness unto him ; neither 


_ can he know them, because they are spiritually 


discerned” (1 Cor. ii. 14). 

And one word of exhortation. “ The Spirit 
and the Bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say,Come. And let him that is athirst 
Come. And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely” (Rev. xxii. 17). The 
Spirit of God invites; the Church which is 
the Bride of Christ invites. Every hearer is 
asked to join in inviting. The thirsty is 
invited. Yea, every one, without exception, 
is invited, and will be made welcome to par- 
take of that new life which begins in 
Regeneration and Conversion through the 
Holy Ghost ! 

The bymn “ Come, Spirit, source of light,” 
was here sung. — 


Che Boly Spirit 
Sanctifping and Fitting 
for Serbice. 


By THe Rev. A. E. Barnes-Lawrence. 


The Rev. A. E. Barwes-L..wrence said the 
subject committed to him was the matter 
connected with the word “Sanctification.” He 
knew no topic which was more absolutely 
important to the Church of Ged to-day than 
this one, for if they were to ask him, or 
any person who was still better informed, 
what was the chief hindrance to the work of 
God today in the world, he thought the 
answer was: it was not infidelity, it was not 
open blasphemy, it was not the powers of 
evil which encircled the Church ; it was the 


» 


- = 
| 
| 
Character of a Believer. All the parts being | 
affected, of course, the Whole comes to be 
changed. The man becomes a new man. 
Bat this is a gradual change, year by year. 
It is also an individual change, imitating 
none but Christ; preserving to the last the | 
old features which characterised us, but oh! | 
how changed! We hardly know ourscives. 
5. This work of the Holy Spirit in Re- | 
generation specially effects the Will of the 
man. He leads it to take the side of God— 
shall I say in everything? Would that it were | 
rule, and also to purify and exalt. | 
6. So that ence more in all the Spirit's | 
action, movement, and influence in Regenera- | 
tion the man himself actively concurs. He | 
is not an automaton. The man does all, | 
| 
| 
a 


a 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
> 
| 
© 
| 
| 


3° F 


without a division taking place as it did on 
Mount Carmel. Men would take sides: 
they. must in the presence of God. The > 
difficulty in his part of London was the | 


power of God they might as well talk 
wind, or cry, as those priests did, to 


which was a sort of forecast of what Pente- — 
was shut up in Dothan, and one of the 
- servants came to him and said that the horses © 
and the chariots of the enemy were round | 
about the city, adding, “Alas, my master! | 


‘a 
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_ have entered jnto the heart of man, the things 
_ which God &ath prepared for them that love 


with perception which saw the things that 

were not seen ‘and eternal. Now it meant 

something more than this; it meant purity 

—it meant heart purity. There again the 


j 


| all 
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wonderfully it was told; it how shall we do?” And Elisha answered, 
in retelling: how those false “Fear not; for they that be with us are 
on the altar they made and more than they that be with them.” But 
morning to night, “O Baal, the young man did not understand that. It 
there was none that answered. was no use arguing with him, and Elisha 
the time of evening sacrifice | ee eae pray Thee, open 
alone came forward and © may see. And the Lord 
opened EEE of the young man, and he 
caw | the mountain was full of 
of fire round about 
y Ghost meant percep- 
numbers of Christian men 
never seemed to see—as 
indicated just now on a 
seemed to see the things 
ee to them. They took that verse 
in 1 Corinthians, 2nd chapter, goth verse : 
“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
Him,” and they put that as regarding the 
future state; and they said, “Oh yes, that 
; means heaven; what a wonderful time we 
member of it, whether clerical or lay, was shall have there!” But how did the words 
the anointing by power of the Holy Ghost. go on: “ But God hath revealed them unto 
If they followed that through the Bible they us by His Spirit.” Were their eyes opened ? 
wotld see that when men were so anointed Was the Word of God revealing its new 
they could not speak and live among men _ treasures continually? Were they glad as 
one that findeth great spoils?) Were they 
finding new things in the Word of God? 
Or was it the old readings over and over 
again : just this portion and that portion ; 
absolute indifference of the working classes marked, and all the rest neglected? They 
as to whether these things were true or not knew that God the Holy Ghost meant 
true ; and unless they went to them in the perception. Turner, the painter, was once 
to the spoken to by a lady, who said to him, “! 
a god mever see sunsets like those on your can- 
who was existent. of the vases.” “Madam, don’t you wish you 
Holy Ghost to-day, and ixdlicated by John could?” he replied. She had not her eyes 
the Baptist’s words, was the gift of opened that she might see. And if they 
power. Let them lay that to heart. The wanted the Bible to be continually a new 
power of God was needed for God's work. book to them, and if they wanted to be able 
And there was another incident in their to open the eyes of others, they must know 
national life which they all recollected anew, the baptism of which John spoke, and which 
Christ's disciples experienced—a baptism 


5 


unclean lips: for mine cyes have 


ze 
2 


i 


4nen that there was One that could | 
the thoughts, One who could deliver from 
the words and the tempers and the failures 
which marredand disfigured, consciously, 
the life? There was a collect in the Church 
of England service which they and he loved, 
whether they were Churchmen or not: 


| a moment of dear George 
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to their great prophet Moses in the bush in 
the wilderness. Moses saw, as he was keep- 
ing his sheep, a crackling of flames in the | 
bush that he passed by, and yet, though it was 
all aflame, it was not consumed ; and Moses 
said, “1 will now turn aside and see this great 
sight why the bush is not burned.” Without 
going into exposition, he took it that bush 
was Moses himself. A common bush it was, 
and it was indwelt just then by the power of 


assuming, quiet, humble man ; not a Church- 


_man—he supposed he was a Quaker, or a 
Plymouth Brother, or something of 


version, that man went on, went on, went on, 
doing God’s work, testifying for God ; and 
when he died the other day the Times new; 
paper gave him a column or a column and a 
half in leader type. Men turned aside always 
to see a bush that was all aflame and yet was 
not consumed. Now these four things : he 
would reiterate them to make them more 
simple to remember. They were at least 
connected with God’s work of sanctification 
when it came as Jahn the Baptist said it 
would come : there was power, there was 
perception, there was purity, and there was ~ 


” 


| 
the 
| they | 
of | 
a | 
| 
| | 
ab of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with smoke.” God, by God’s presence; and Moses was 
at Then cried the prophet, “ Woe is me! for I | like that bush. He was to lead Israel for 
4 am undone ; because | am a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
1H King.” Why the lips? 
cis George Adam Smith said, 
HE the fruit and flower of the man.’ 
| | lived with a man or woman, 
ee found out w 
ae her mouth or 
it live coal was a 
young Isaiah 
Christians all honoured—(applause)—an un- 
ate are open, all desires known, cleanse the kind; and through all sorts of difficulties, 
4) thoughts of our hearts by the inspirgtion | for sixty-four years he thought, after his con- 
4) of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love Thee and worthily magnify Thy 
inh holy name.” God the Holy Ghost meant | 
fi purity. It meant, as St. Paul said in Phil. | 
iv. 7, “The peace of God, which passeth | 
all understanding, shall keep your hearts | 
f ; and minds through Christ Jesus” — the | 
ate thoughts that were in them. It meant | 
; A purity. And yet, again, it meant persistence. | 
BiG There was an occasion in their national life | 
1 | , and history which, like the others he had | 
7) mentioned, the Jews could not forget, and | 
> ai) that was the time when the Lord appeared 
| 
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and if he could not find 


af 


G 
; 
| . 


ise 
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opinion, who belonged to the one family, of 
. Christ was Head! Who could 


there might be, as the outcome of all that had one of his books. The writer was a candid 
been said that morning, a kindling desire to observer of the new form of religion which 
know in their own lives what the gift of God | was then being manifested in the world. He 


the Holy Ghost really was. commented on the brotherly love shown by 
Mr. Seacram offered prayer, and the the Christians and the spirit of praise and 
meeting closed with the Benediction. thanksgiving which characterised their lives ; 
and then added, “ And because they acknow- 

Tuurspay AFTERNOON, 28TH. ledge the goodness of God towards them, 


Che Objects and Wlorh of the beauty that is in the world.” Might they 
Evangelical Alliance. not truthfully say in this first year of ~ 


The Rev. C. L. Burrows, Vicar of St. followers of Jesus Christ that there flowed 
Paul's, Bournemouth, presided. The Rev. forth the beauty that was in the world, for 
of 


Evangelical Alliance to promote the spirit of | which God: had placed on the Evangelical 
prayer among Christian people. They were | Alliance. They were, however, réminded 


_ drawing near to that week when, by invita- | by the printed notices relating to the objects 
_ tion of the Alliance, the world would be | and work of the Evangelical Alliance in all 
was 


a beautiful idea | countries of the world and by the programmes 


‘4 


iii. two other things. First of come home on furlough from India. He 
a ng. It was the asking of faith, asked him if he had any acquaintance with 
a of simple dependence upon God, the Evangelical Alliance. He replied that in 
at the Lord to be gracious. Re- the large town where he worked the different 
i often that word “wait” sections of the Christian -Church were 
4 this connection. “ Wait upon thoroughly united in observing the Alliance 
. 4a soul. wait thou only God, Week of Prayer. In these days of unrest 
| estimate the benefits which flowed forth to 
. the world from such united gatherings of 
| | opened with prayer, and the Rev. C. S. _ the Christian lives? The wider and deeper 
Ba: STaNTON read the Holy Scriptures. | the spirit of united prayer and praise was 
The CuarrMay, in addressing the meeting, | found out in the world, the more would their 
said they had been reminded during that | Divine Master be glorified, and the stumbling: | 
| : Conference of the privilege of united prayer | blocks to the. advancement of His kingdom 
ott and of the fulness of the promises attached | be removed and His second advént hastened. 
: to believing prayer. The call to “prayer | To be the means of stirring up Christians in 
} only” had been sounded each day. It was | all lands to their duty and privilege as the 
| 
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for that day, Cin | 


that the | 


' 


EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 


QUARTERLY. 


= +. 


for it was on that day their Lord rose from 


_ the dead, that He vouchsafed His appearance 


to His followers, and that the Holy Ghost 


“quently three disadvantages attributable to 


the desecration of that day. First of all there 


was the physical advantage. God's sabbath 


of rest at the creation was the outcome of 
six days’ creative effort. In like manner to 
Israelities the fourth commandment came as 
a blessed gospel of rest after incessant toil, 
and human nature, whether physical or 
moral, had not altered. _ Hence the import- 


lapse of Sunday obser- 
vance. So much was this realised 
thoughtful Parisians that they had started a 
Sunday Observance Society, which was now 
in active work, having for its object the 
reinstatement of the lost day of rest, 
(Applause.) It also significant that 


closed doors on a Sunday? Surely re- 


had arrived when they should put 
down their feet upon that which was as dis, 
honourable to God as it was dishonouring 
f 


ate evidence and of Holy Scripture he was | speaker quoted Mr. Gladstone's testimony as 
aL Ee content to take his stand that the principle to the benefits derived from observing the 
Eee of a day of rest was given by God Himself ; Sabbath ; and went on to say that the French 
Ey and the introdaction of the first day in lieu | atheists of a little over a century ago, 
ini of the seventh day did not in the slightest | although they swept God out of Paris, yet had 
in} degree affect the Divine command. Once in degree to observe His institution, only 
fa) admitting the principle that there should be they made the Sabbath then every tenth 
nes mamaterial, day. After observing it for twelve years 
hal __ old order and came back to the seventh day, 
proving that a day of rest every ten days was 
not sufficient. He believed that the decline 
na of the French prestige, alike with the 
a} ) physique and morale of her people, was 

«where the Sunday was most strictly kept 
| SS «the working men enjoyed the highest power, 
| descended upon the Church. To-day the | the best homes, and the greatest freedom. 
i first day was universally accepted as the  (Applause.) Coming to the question as 
day of rest throughout Christendom, and to recreation upon the Lord’s Day, Mr. 
| stood alike as God's gift of the Sabbath Kennedy remarked that much depended on 
| and of the evidence of our Lord’s resurrec- | what they called recreation. He pointed 
th tion. In considering the question of the out that re-creation was something which 
desecration of the Lord’s Day he fully re-created not merely the body or mind of 
at recognised the bearing of the Lord’s words man, but the man, in relation to his soul and 
dt that “the Sabbath was made for man, | spirit that he also possessed. Realising this 
at and not man for the Sabbath;” but truth he was right when he looked to the 
ah in face of the complex conditions which | seventh or first day as one when it was not 
at encompassed the lives of men in this | illegitimate to re-create himself. They, how- 
) ) twentieth century, he held that any neces- | ever, could not use the word recreation in 
ii sary work on the holy day should be of a | talking of the utter worldliness of modern 
i minimum amount to the worker. He pro- | Sabbath-breakers. (Hear, hear.) What were 
+, ceeded to set forth three advantages derived | they to say of the fashionable tennis parties 
1 ing the Lord's Day, and conse. | which were held under their very noses 
ih cycling expeditions, the river picnics, the 
given in some of the big houses, the 

\ | 


EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE QUARTERLY. 


other trades? Why should a licensed victual- 
ler have the right of selling his wares on a 
Sanday whilst an honest butcher or baker 
was compelled to shut his doors ? (Applause.) 
In thus legislating, Parliament had ceded a 
principle, and in the long run it would prove 
that pleasure as a principle would not sustain 
a Day of Rest as a principle. (Applausec.) 


The Ring's Declaration 
and Romanism. 


He would, if they would allow him, 
begin by reading an extract from the Minutes 


them—the Council now, when the Romish 


239 
to men. Coming to the second point—as 
to the moral advantage derived from a due 
recognition of the Lord’s Day—he maintained 
that Jit proved check on that feverish | 
devotion to secular business 
present age and a serious danger to their | 
sational wellbeing, and proceeded to 
point out on the Sabbath character was 
constrasted. The question of the opening of | By Mr. Seacraw, Mewper oF Counci. 
museums and picture galleries on a Sunday | Mr. W. H. Seacram, who rose to give an 
was closely associated with the moral aspect | address on “The King’s Declaration and 
of the subject. Why were these places in Romanism,” said the question he had to 
particular opened on the Sundayand not other speak of was a very necessary one in these 
urged that picture galleries and muscums — 
should be opened in the main because they | of the Council of the Evangelical Alliance, 
would prove a counter attraction to the | passed in the year 1851. It had reference 
public-house, but, he asked, in the name of | more or less to his subject, and he would 
common sense why not close the public- like to read it to them, as very possibly many 
house! (Applause.) Why should they con- of them had not heard it. It was as 
fer a most singular exception upon any one | follows: “That since the British Organ- 
class of trade to the apparent detriment of | isation of the Evangelical Alliance have 
already recorded it as a duty, when circum- 
| stances arise to render it desirable, to bear 
_ their united testimony to the important truths 
affirmed in the Basis of their Institution, and 
_ to withstand all destructive error opposed to 
— 
_ Antichristian Apostacy, encouraged by Trac- 
tarian and other errors, is manifestly, and 
Mr. Kennedy then dwelt upon the spiritual with great energy, occupied in making new 
advantage which came by the observance and increased effort, cordially unite in declar- 
of the Sabbath and the disadvantage from ing their unabated reprobation of a system, 
its desecration. Every Sunday there were whose spirit and principles are hostile to the 
not less than 420,000 men employed on the | revealed will of God, and adverse to the 
' railway, the tram system, on omnibuses, welfare and salvation of mankind. They | 
cabs, and steamboats of Great Britain alone. | believe that essentially it is opposed to the 
There were necessary duties which must | paramount authority and sufficiency of written | 
be performed, but no one had a right to right and duty (under the 
add labour which prevented a man using Holy Spirit) of private 
| the opportunity of seeking that spiritual interpretation of Holy 
strength and comfort afforded in God’s justification of 4 sinner 
house on the Lord’s Day. (Applause.) faith only, to the pure 
That day stood as a rampart between through the only media- 
faith and unbelief, between all moral Jesus Christ, and to the 
and temporal progress and retrogression, repentance and humilia- 
| as a day upon which in a very special before God ; and, constrained a 
manner menmight come unto Him and of duty, they earnestly and 1 
: learn of Him and find rest unto their souls. brethren, | 
'  (Applause.) to employ their 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| down it would ruin the 
There was the opium 
day. They did the 
le injury in carrying oa 
was not at all surprised 
d on them and sneered 
» they took it to them, as 
not distinguish between 
se haad offered them the 
other gave them poison. 
1 
to shoulder and drive that evil from help, , | 
the shores) of the country; for if they did | havenopower! | og 
,f 


as they were in accordance with God's will. | 
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heard, and might they not expect that their | against the name 
prayer would be heard and answered, so far | ness, and those 
ought 


Therefore, as friends of the Evangelical an alliance unless 

Alliance, might he bring before them very they 

support in their work? The Council tried | Church of God, and 
was 


Miller was referred to. He was a man of — 


God who knew how to’pray. On one not 

occasion he wanted £3,000, and it was said to, aor ; they 
that he prayed earnestly to God to send the | asked nothing, so long as they were all 
money so much needed, and in a very short united in the one Lord Jesus Christ. And 
time the £3,000 was sent in thousand they had heard so much of him that morn- 
pound notes. (Applause.) God answered ing, his heart had been full of joy. The 
prayer, and he believed that if there was a one Lord combined them and united them 
want in the Christian Church in these days | in one spirit. As he had said, he had 
it was prayer : it was not going to a house _ been asked to speak on the Great Inter- 
of worship simply and engaging in so-called national Conferences of the Alliance. These 
“prayers,” but it was earnest, besecching had been held at regular periods of seven 


prayer from the heart. Might God continue | years. 
to bless them as a nation ; might he save were 

our King and our country! (Applause.) York, Basle, Copenhagen, Florence, and. in 
1896 they held the large Jubilee Canference 
in London, and now next year, which would 


Che International € onferences invited by their German Branch to agree to 


Hamburg being the seat of the Conference, 
of . and they had so agreed. Everywhere these 


Dr. Bapexer said he was going to speak Lord’s Day Societies, the Amsterdam Con- 


from experience and tell out with great joy ference to the commencement of open-air 


1 | 
Alliance. It was 
who belonged together 
de they had an enemy, bet 
Jae in the oneness of the 
‘ee one Spirit, one Lord, one 
an International Charch 
aE as abroad. They were arranging to hold an the border of all nations 
| ; International Conference at Hamburg next pes, and combined to- 
x year on the same lines as the Conference there of the world those 
ui at Bournemouth. It would be a great bless- entre in the one Lord. 
at ing if they would unite with them on these vined to the Lord were 
: occasions. Might they ask that their prayers the inward union, and 
by might be continuous ? That morning George and then the expression 
neir all coming together, 
| 
| | be the seventh year, they had been lovingly 
ti n Conferences had, under God’s biessing, been 
| Che Ceangehical Slliance followed with marked spiritual consequences 
By De. Bavexer, Meweer or Couxcn. fruits. The Geneva 
Lee the OC wwOSpel preaching na 4as L_onrerenc 
; was doing in different parts of the Continent. | to the revival of the same after long disuse. 
‘Fit He wished that his dear friend who had | Indeed in every country the Gospel had 
ate gone up higher, Dr. Gritton, was there. He | been mightily advanced by the answer of 
: told them last year at the meeting at Liver- God to the prayers of the Conference, and 
pool all about the effect of the Alliance _ His Hand stretched out to direct the testi- 
Conferences on the continent of Europe. mony given, Many of the richest and 
; it was not really an Alliance but an _ noblest and many of the poorest had in- 
; Unity, and he (Dr. Baedeker) rather kicked dividually. received the Light in their own 
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the multiplicity of these incidents, he had 
collected the occurrences of about ten years 
or rather less. These included help given 
on behalf of the Gospel in the matter of >— 
(2) Religious Liberty in Italy. 
(2) Hesse Darmstadt. 
(3) Assiout in Upper Egypt. 
(4) Imprisonment of Ben O’Licl in Spain. 
(5) Pontevedra. 
(6) French Missionaries in Basutoland. 
(7) Persecution of Jews in Russia. 
(8) Missionaries in Cape de Verde Islands. 
| (9) Oppression of Baptists and Methodists 
Sweden. 
Persecutions in Abyssinia. 


(14) Work in Russia. 
(15) Baptists persecuted in Hungary. 


(20) Madagascar, Persecutions in. 

In this last year also the Alliance had 
some important meetings on behalf of 
Religious Liberty in Italy and at Geneva. He 
to the case of the Nes- 


ba 
. souls, and indeed the fruits of such Con- 
| ferences were inestimable. They were, 
| however, a source of great expense, and 
he hoped that Christians would come for- 
ward and help the Council in the matter of 
the Hamburg Conference next year. The | 
Council of the Evangelical Alliance continued 
their work in Faith, relying upon God to 
move the hearts of Christians everywhere to 
join the Evangelical Alliance and to help it 
with their means. 
The Wlorh on Bebalf of Persecuted 
€ bristians. 
(11) Greece. 
The Gewerat Secretary (Mr. E. Percy (12) Austrian and Bohemian persecu- 
Field), spoke of the work of the Alliance on tions. 
behalf of persecuted Christians in many (13) Religious liberty for Christian 
lands. This work, he said, commenced in employees in EE 
Alliance. The Madiai were then sentenced 
to imprisonment for life for the crime of (16) The Intolerance in Swi , and 
possessing and reading the Scriptures in a (17) The same in Schleswig Holstein. 
Roman Catholic country. Their imprison- (18) Persecution of a professor and fifteen 
ment was carried out under circumstances | students in Turkey. 
of such squalor and deprivation of light and (19) Mr. Wright’s case in Madeira, and 
air and food that it must have terminated in | the tribes in the Latakia Mountains in Syria. 
speedy death. The Alliance organised a 
deputation of reading Christian men from 
many countries, who, headed by the Earl of 
Roden, proceeded to Tuscany and had an — 
interview with the King. By God's mercy, 
in @uewer to prayer, the sentence of im- | torians, who had tramped on foot through 
prisonment was commuted to one of banish- | the.entire width of Europe to find their way 
ment, and the lives of these beloved and | and to bring that tale of distress to 7, ADAM 
afflicted brethren were spared. Not long Srreet, SrRaND, nor could he refer in the 
after this the Alliance was used by God in time allotted him to anything else than what 
obtaining the liberation of Matamoros from | had taken place in the present year. Quite 
the coils of the Spanish Inquisition. And | early in the present year there bad been a 
during the last fifty years God had from year violent outbreak of Roman Catholic bigotry 
to year vouchsafed the Society this grace in Portugal, the seven principal Protestant 
: that they had been used as His instrument congregations in Lisbon had had their meet- 
. for the relief of pain and sorrow, and the ings stopped by the police, and the leaders, 
deliverance from oppression, imprisonment, at least two of them, had been imprisoned. 
and death of their fellow believers, the other Afterwards ali had been brought up before 
members of the one Body. it would be the magistrates, who had ordered them t6 | 
| practically impossible to mention even the desist from gathering together in future. 
names and countries of all those cases of The Alliance correspondents in Portugal had 
intervention in which the Alliance had been at once telegraphed to this office, a special 
useful. But in order to give’ some idea of meeting of the Council had taken place, and \ ie 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 


‘ 


at the third chapter and the ninth verse, we 
read, as contrasted with man's own righ- 
teousness, of a righteousness which 1s 


Justification by faith is still, in Luther's 
phrase, “ the article of a standing or a falling 
Church.” It is the stumbling-stone, or it is 
the corner-stone of our faith. “ Being justi- 
fhed by faith we have access into the grace 
wherein we stand.” Wherein we stand up, 
with conscience freed from the burden of 
guilt, and with the consciousness of God's 
smile and favour, as well as of our own 
ultimate perfection. 

I. WHAT, THEN, IS JUSTIFICATION? WHat Is 


IT THAT PROVED SUCH A STUMBLING- 
STONE TO THE Jews? 


replace it by another if there were another 
that would convey the meaning; but there 
is not. What does it mean? Is it that God 


wicked.” Now the 
judges do not make the righteous righteous ; 
they declare the righteousness of the man 
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. It is quite evident that the only meaning | Gnable to answer it. Justification is an 
ae which can be sustained is that the righteous-  cld-fashioned word, and one would willingly 
wt ness of God is that righteousness which He 
TH gives to men when the righteousness of men 
t | fails. This is made abundantly clear if we 
turn to the Epistle to the Philippians, where, | makes men righteous? That would be the 
8 natural answer, but it is not the true onc. 
| It is that God declares men righteous. If 
44% we turn to the first occasion on which the 
| thee t word is used in the Bible, Deuteronomy, 
a ness which is of God by faith. That is to twenty-fifth chapter and first verse, we will 
ai say, the righteousness of God is the God- | see this clearly enough: “If there be a 
given righteousness of man. This is synony- controversy between men, and they come 
t mous with the term “justification by faith.” unto judgment, that the jodges may judge 
our attention on facta. The i 
t verse of the third chapter of Romans deter- 
So, then, we see that the Jews stumbled at The Epistle to the Romans is the great 
the fact of justification by faith—that is, at treatise on justification. The amazing thing 
“ the righteousness of God.” is that so many intelligent people to-day 
| if we go on to the tenth chapter we read | declare that they cannot understand it. 
Al (1) that they were ignorant of God's righ- | “ We are,” as Rendell Harris says, “ like 
teousness, and therefore (2) they did not modern Aztecs, who cannot read the writing 
tl submit to it. Not submitting they stumbled. that their forefathers wrote.” Paul sent 
qi (3) They went about to establish their own | this letter to the Church at Rome, largely 
qt righteousness, to make it stand—an im- composed of freed slaves, and there was no 
at possible feat. (4) They followed after  misgiving in his mind that they would not 
ii} the law of righteousness, but (5) they did understand what he had written. We can 
1 not attain unto it. They stumbled at the imagine them after their day's toil gathering 
} stumbling-stone, fell upon it and were by the light of their torches, listening to 
) broken. the words, and if they did not enter into all 
1 the fulness of the Apostle’s teaching, we 
1 may be quite sure that they understood the 
+ _ glory of it. Why should it be impossible 
if for us to grasp what was within their 
| comprehension ? 
| It may help us if we remember that there 
i | are five great sections in the Epistle. The 
—with sin in all its ramifications. The last 
with good works—the outcome of grace in 
Jesus Christ. Between these two, three 
doctrines emerge which are like a bridge 
tion, which is expounded from the third 
. The probability is that if this question were | chapter and the twenty-first verse to the end 
| asked of any congregation in this country, in | of the fifth chapter. Secondly, sanctification, 
spite of all the light we have had since the | which is set before us in chapters six, seven, 
thi Reformation, half of the people would be | and eight; and thirdly, election, which in 
Sie 


« His justice is the gladdest thing 
Creation can behold ; 


Again, we must justify God before H 
justify us. We must see that He is 
just and confess it; that 


demned we are 


central thought ofthe 
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chapters nine, ten, and eleven is defended so own action. “But now,” we read—“ Bat | 
that all the glory of oar salvation is given to now ”—how often those words occur in the 
God. But even in this fourth section the | New Testament to mark off the end of the 

old life and the beginning of the new But 
now, apart from the law, the righteousness | 
of God is manifested.” How is it mani- ) 
fested ? In the redemption—that is, in | 

_ Christ; in the propitiation through His ; 
pususcu OY What We read atthe beginning blood; in the great fact of His atonement ; 
of the third chapter, where we are told that which has rendered it possible for the | 
God justified Himself—that is, not that He righteous Father to come near to men, and | 
is made righteous, but that He is manifested which, because Christ gave Himself “ the 
as righteous. And further down in the same _ righteous for the unrighteous,” brings us . 
chapter we read that His righteousness is to God. The source of this justification is | 
declared that He might Himself be just the grace of God. It is altogether apart 
while He is the justifier of Him that is of from the law. It is undeserved and un- 
the faith of Jesus. merited. Therefore we read that we are 
Let me interject two remarks here. No justified by grace as well as justified by 
man can be justified in sinning. Sin is blood, 
not a stage in man’s evolution. It is not That is on God's side, but on our side the 
the souring of the ripening fruit. It is a obtaining cause is faith. As Abraham was 
break, a fall, a horror, a shutting off of God. | justified by his faith, his faith counted for 
No ignorance can justify the sinner. Those | righteousness, and as David had the blessed- ; 
who know least know enough to render | ness of pardon by faith, so we by faith are 
them without excuse. No temptation or justified and have peace with 
weakness can excuse our sin. “We are not no longer hostile to us, and we 
responsible for our lot, but we are for our His enemies. | 
fate.” We are not responsible for our pro- The righteousness of | 
pensities nor for our surroundings, perhaps, an act of God's grace. | 
but the weakest man who is most tempted is wh 
not justified in sinning. The voice of con- of 
science has to be stifled ere he can sit 
the mire. 
condemned justly, 
God always, like God on the Cro 
done nothing amiss ; that there can 
unrighteousness with God. Let eve 
else go, but let this be maintained. 
The guilty to be bold.” 
But to proceed. God's rightec 
comes to us when all hope in self 
out. It is altogether apart from th the pard¢ 
It has nothing whatever to do wi ave her in a sentence a very | 
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feeling, to bring men. He justifies men because He has 

ourselves to think that respectable | punished sin nnd) bp ie, 
citizen has no more claim on God than declared His eternal to it. Yet 
the most abject man in the community. So men stumble at. thie ‘stumbling if 
men stumble at this stumbling-stone. you stumble you are not the frst, The 
Ag#in, thie doctrine excludes all boasting | jews also umbles 
im self. The more we think of it the more But yet furt olared by. 
we must be convinced that the highest virtue | some that such 
thought of self praise. | that if @ man 
Perfection means the perfection of humility ; deeds, then it 
impossible for us to be saved may be after 
we do, for then, indeed, our praise objection is 
Ca be the truth 
és Praise will altogether through Paul, 
be to Him ‘and to His grace, and our | which, in the 
of worked | he seeks to 
of our being, will be with- | thought, that if 
righteousness is Christ | may continue in sin ; 
| if justification remains 
| my treasure and boast ; 
ne'er can be lost ; 
anchor, and shield.” ins 
More and more I am coming to sym. | of the f pial : 
pathise with Bernard of Clairvaux in his | taneousness, _ us 
saying that “so far from being able to | tion on the grolittre aut > brings in 
answer for my sin, I cannot answer even for the second thought, that. those who are 
my righteousness.” Ard I am content to justified shall also be. sanctified, And so 
fling both aside for the righteousness of God certain is he of this, that still further on 
which is by faith, in his letter, by one great bound, he | 
” jumps from grace to -glory, and declac<s, 
“ Yea, had I an angel's holiness, “Whom He justified, them He also £ 
. I'd tear aside the wondrous dress, glorified.” The doctrine is not immozal - 
And wrap me up in Christ.” it is the only thing that -can save from 
immorality. Yet men stumble at this 
This doctrine becomes a stumbling-stone stumbling-stone. Alas! how many have 
in another way. Men have been found who stumbled ! 
have said that it is immoral,-that God can. Dr. Dale, who was certainly an ethical 
not be righteous in imputing fo a sinner the preacher, said that there was nothing that 
righteousness of another. Now we are free needed to be more emphasized than this 
to confess that sometimes the illustrations aspect of truth. “ We insist upon men being 
that have been used have lent colour to this righteous,” he said, “ but we forget the only 
objection, When it has been urged that way it can be brought to pass, that is, God's | 
God puts a white robe upon a sinner to cover way.” God's way is the way of justificatior | 
up his filthy rags ; or that God’s salvation is by faith. 

7 ike the unsulli¢d snow disguising a dung- The Jews did not attain unto it. Where. | 
heap, it is small wonder that intelligent fore? Because they sought it not by faith, 
minds revolt, But in this case it is the but by the works of the law, for they stumbled 
illustration afd not the fact that is at fault. at that stumbling-stone. As it is written, 
dogs not cloak sin when He justifies | “ Behold I lay in Zion  stumbling-stone 


‘strength, 40. beliewe and the. am. shone | 
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which is given to him by God's grace. We he is a sinner, we do not become righteous 
may find an illustration of it in every day by doing acts of righteousness, but we do 
life. When you give a person credit fora righteous things because we are righteous— 
virtue, you evoke the virtue you credit tohim. made righteous with the righteousness of 
Many a man has become honourable because God, by fai i is 
in his wife's ideal be was already an honour- excluded by the law of faith, but we boast 


| AN APPEAL. 


declared righteous pats in operation a _ THE COUNCIL OF THE EVANGELI- 

faves which for | CAL ALLIANCE ast for 
This, however, is far short of the actual fact cial help and for prayer. The need is 
Christianity. It is not only the operation urgent. Moneys are required for work on 
moral force of mind, but faith, where ithe Continent and in far-off lands as also 
ving with Jesus in Great Britain, The Council desire to give 


melancholy because he was religious ; religion — and upwards will be entitled to all the privi- 
deges of Life of the Alliance. 


eleventh, and began to have hope. Then Fhe Confinnaeabibiainsintiaditinstf 
one morning he flung himself into a chair at course, entailed a considerable outlay in 
a window, and taking up his Bible, the first printing, advertising, and travelling ex- 
_ penses, and at present only one donation 
" of £5 towards meeting this has ‘been 
the _ received. Perhaps this is because no re- 
are past, through the forbearance of G quest was ttade; but the Council now 
he says, “I receivea f0 ask for help. 


The gpproaching great International 
_ Conference in Hamburg in August, 1902, 
let will entail a pery large expenditure 
justification. ‘> moment I believed, end money, and the Council look for support 
received the Gospel, and unless the Almighty | '” this effort, so highly om fo the Gospel 
had been under me I think | should have died 0” ‘he Continent. 


with gratitude and joy.” He, with countless | Contribulions and names of those who 
others, is now amongst ‘thaee epirits of; the | sish to. be members may be sent to the 
just men who have been made perfect ; and WL. 


; rock of ‘offence, and whosoever believeth on | we who delieve, though not yet made perfect, 
Him shall not be ashamed.” The believer are in God's sight “ just men.” As a man is 
not receives, he atiains the - not asinner because he sins, but sins because 

A because her faith saw them in him, he has jesus Christ, in whom we have now received 

Ue sought to deserve her praise. If a father the Atonement. 

» wants to help bis boy, there is no better An after-meeting was then held, at which 

i) method than on the first appearance of many made open profession of decision for 

1 wobility to praise him. If the father’s love Christ. 

exaggerates the boy's attainment, and declares 
him to be a grand 

weakling, the som gocs 

| oa hearty thanks for the already received. 

it was this that lifted William Cowper (:0ns of will be 
| 
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RECENT PERSECUTIONS IN RUSSIA 
{By ovr own 


'R agent in Russia writes under 
date November asth: “1 left 


Although it was dark, rainy, and difficult 
to go about in the town for rain and mud, 
@ meeting was notwithstanding arranged. 
The friends here are troubled by the authori- 
ties and brought before the courts. Imme- 
diately after our meeting | continued my 
journey to the railway station, ——, where I 
arrived towards the evening of the 21st. 
Here I visited the relatives of a man who, on 
account of his faith, is for life banished to 
Elisabetpol, and whom I had met there. 


On the 22nd I continued my journey by rail |. 


to ——, where I arrived on the morning of 
the 23rd. The day was spent at ——, where 
I visited the homes of several believers. I 


started anew towards evening, and after 


travelling again —— days by rail, 1 arrived 
at the railway station ——, situated on the 


line from Sebastopol to the interior of Russia. 


| “In the vicinity of —— there is a land |, 


; 


estate called —— situated, and from three 


that have been mentioned, but also from the 


| villages that are situated ten, forty, and sixty 


dom in Russia is shown, among other ways, 
by the fact that only in the government of 
_Kieff during the present year eleven trials 
concerning cases of religion have taken 
_ place, during which 144 persons have been 
brought before the courts. At two of these 
trials the accused had no judicial help. The 


believer, ——., who, during religious perse-_ 
cution, has obtained some practical juridical 
insight. In four of these cases the ve-<icts 


into the hands of the authorities is very sig- 
nificant, I will here describe it. | 


bet, 


= 
| to seven versts’ distance from there, in ¢if- 
=—— on the evening of October | ferent directions, are placed farms. At all 
mth, and arrived at ——., a | these evangelical believers are living, who 
borough situated by the railway partly own and partly rent the land. On | 
line ——, on the morning of the roth. these farms and on the estate —— I have | 
About ten versts from —— emigrants from stayed from the last-mentioned date. At 
the interior of Russia have formed a small ———. Which is centrally situated, and the 
community. The most of them have left most convenient for evangelical meetings, | 
their former places of residence in conse- have held seven public meetings, at which | 
quence of religious persecution. It was hearers have come, not only from the farms’ 
these I had chiefly come to visit. Among 
them had two evangelistic 
the latter meéting were several persons versts distant. Besides this ten smaller 
from a new colony further away. The meetings have been held at the different 
evangelical believers here have formed farms. 
themselves into a Baptist Church. The “The present condition of religious free- 
surrounding inhabitants consist chiefly of 
Mohammedan Leskins. At —— I met a 
brother from ——, who told me that the 
police authorities have taken measures 
against the evangelical believers there, and 
have closed their place of meeting. 
“From —— I went on the evening of the 
20th, and arrived after dark at the town of accused in these two cases—togetheér fifteen 
——. I came chiefly for the purpose of persons—were condemned to be fined or go 
visiting a brother who had undergone eight to prison. At the remaining nine trials the 
years’ transportation to the Caucasus. | accused were defended by a poor evangelical 
| were in favour of the accused, and twenty- 
three persons were thus set free, In the 
five remaining cases 106 evangelicals were 
condemned to pay fines or to imprisonment, 
but through ‘——’s intervention. their cases 
have been referred to higher courts, some of 
them even to the Senate. At these higher 
courts the 106 persons’ cases have not yet 
| tioned trials that have already come before 
| aecused whose cases have not yet been 
before the court, but will be brought for- 
/ward in three separate trials. As the 
I 


| 
j 
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with these twenty-one inspired Episties. Yet Paul 
says there are other letters besides these, viz, “ Living 
Epistles,” and be says,“ Ye are our Epistic.” Jesus 
oar Lord is continually seeking to make each one of 
us an epistlc of His own writing, We must seck to 
apprehend always the fact that the Lord jesus still 
lives. Christ is now a living writer, writing His truth 
in our mental and spiriteal being. In order for Him 
to do this it is essential Grot of all that our hearts 
should be yielded wholly to Him. If we are to know 
His truth at all the first essential is that we should 
surrender unreservedly all to Him. When any 
man yields thus his heart to the Lord jesus He 
writes His own life upon it and in it. David says 
God wrote in His heart all that the temple should 
be. covenant promise for us is, “1 will put 


write them” i 
surrender that we know that Jesus is with us— 
with us always—and then, indeed, life becomes a very 
different matter. What ali needed to-day was more of 


of various kinds, and the interest was maintained 
throughout. All the addresses were helpful and 
impressive. Among those taking part in the pro- 
ceedings were the Rev. F. Meyer, Rev. 8S. A. 
Selwyn, Rev. John Smith, D.D., Rev. Charles Inwood, 
Rev. J. Miller Graham, Manchuria, Dr. Clayton, C.M.5., 
Rev. W. Y. Fullerton, Rev. Canon O'Connor, Rev 
Thomas Comullan. Active hostility against Dr 
Long in Limerick has now ceased, and his work is 
going quietly forward. The car boycott, however, is 
still continued, the City Council, to whom the car- 


great empire, and it was our duty to give them the — 
The annual meeting of the Richmond Branch of the 


4 


pouring out of the innermost life of the men of God | - Our, Secretary in Dublin writes: “The twenty 
through whom they were written. it would be well | seventh annual Christian Convention was held in 
for them tc make themselves thoroughly acquainted — in the 
attend. 
| years 
| of ministers from 
My laws in their hearts, an! in | 
that the people of Ireland may all come to understand 
what true liberty means and the source from which it 
the inward power of religion. Amongst many, must come. The feeling excited by the extraordinary 
religion was degenerating to-day into a matter of mere — action of the Chief Secretary, Mr. George Wyndham, 
form. If we were right with God ourselves we should | M.P.,in convening a public meeting of the Clare County 
always, even without knowing it, help those around ws | Council on a recent Sunday afternoon to discuss the 
spiritually. We had the truth in the Bible, but the | improvement of a harbour has by no means died 
world would not read the Bible, but they must read us = down. Steps are being taken to bring the matter 
if we were living episties—if we are true Christians. before the Church assemblies at their next meeting. 
We must ourselves show in all our lives and af all — The annual meetings of the Langhola: Branch of 
times as Epistles known and read of ail men. the Evangelical Alliance were held on November 14th. 
The General Secretary (Mr. E. P. Field) said A prayer meeting in the afternoon was 
he was filled with joy in hearing Mr. Williams | Langholm. followed by the public meeting. Mr. 
speak as he had dome, The very existence of the Malcolm presided, and was supported 
Evangelical Alliance and the whole of its work was | by ministers of the town and the Rev, G. Jackson, 
based upon the understanding that each member of it | India, the Rev. G. Martin, “Grand Cayman,” West 
lived a life of entire surrender to God. To live a | Indies, and Mr. James Merry, China. After tea the 
worldly life was not consistent with a profession of | Chairman read the 135th Psalm, and spoke o the 
belief such as they made when they became members | articles in the Creed, the forgiveness of sins and com- 
of the Alliance. In every meeting of the Alliance it | munion of saints. Mr. Martin gave interesting infor- 
was most absolutely their object not first to glorify | mation regarding his work in the islané of Grand 
the Alliance, but to give glory to God—to worship Cayman. A few years ago the natives knew nothing 
Him and to praise Him, and to learn more of Him, | of Christianity, but had not been slow to learn of the 
and hear His Word. He was afraid that when they love of jesus. He gave some instances of remarkable 
came together in this semni-social way there might be | conversions. The people of the island were receptive 
: a danger of forgetting that these were the objects of | of the truth in a degree which gladdened his heart. 
their Soath London meetings. The object of these They had a great horror of intoxicating drink. There i 
gatherings was not that they should come together for was no public-house in the island, and no member of ; 
social intercourse, or for music or recitations or enter- his church sold intoxicating drink. A new charch 
tainment of any kind ; but, as he had said, to worship was being erected, all the work done without pay. 
God and to rejoice in Him. He wished, therefore, The church was self-supporting, and gave last year 
especially and publicly to thank their kind host Mr. £60 to missions. Mr. Merry spoke of Voltaire's 
Clark for having invited Mr-Williams on this occasion saying that in one hundred years the Bible would be 
to speak to them. Mr. Field then read the full reports | forgotten, but in the ove handeed yearn 290 
just received from the agéfft of the Alfiance in Russia, Bibles jn four hundred langttages had been circulated, 
and spoke on the subject of Religious Liberty in | while Voltaire’s was now Bille 
Portugal and the Cape de Verde Islands, and of the China, where he had been for fourteen years, a great . 
approaching ‘Week of Prayer meetings, and the was on. Millions could read in that 
Bournemouth Conference. A resolution of sympathy 
with the relatives of the Jate Dr. Gritton was then | i 
passed, and the meeting closed. 
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even in matters relating to the facts of seconded by several auxiliary aids. The Calvinists are 
believe that our Saviour rose from the dead on Satur- the Latherans possess three churches and several 
day band on that morning in the Holy Week, exactly at chapels in the suburbs of Vienna and have besides to 
12 o'clock (midday), a great curtain in front of the support two Protestant schools. Scripture lessons are 
altar, representing, | suppose, the veil of the Temple, given in about forty places ; the children are gathered 
is drawn rapidly to each side. The ladies, composing | every Sunday in ten Sunday schools, and moreover 
nearly the whole of the congreyation, being dressed in | special services for the youth are held in both 
black during Friday and Saturday morning, after the churches. This aim is also most successfully pursued 
above function turn out in all the colours of the rain- by the Young Men's Christian Association. ~The 
bow-—the sadness is ali over! When I pointed out *Tischgesclischaften’ are a peculiar institution of 
that accofding to the Scriptures’ accotint of Christ's the Protestant congregational life ; they exist in every 
death, burial, and resurrection He rose from the dead district of the town and have the main object to 


that it was on Saturday. I! asked them on what day for ecclesiastical life by elocutions on various topics. 
He was crucified, and they replied on Friday, of course. Their chief duty, however, is the assistance of the 
They were then shown the first verse of the twenty. needy parishes as well as the providing of the poor 
fourth chapter of St. Luke, where we are told the women with clothes and dresses at Christmas. Both congre- 
came to the sepulchre very early on the first day of gations, though lawfully separated, work in common ; 
the week, to find it émpty, and they acknowledged that take an equal interest in the sisters of mercy," in the 
according to ‘my book" and my way of thinking Iwas Institution of Gustav Adolf, and in the history of 
right! The above conversation occurred with a Protestantism in Austria. 

barrister and his family of grown-up sons and “ Besides the two acknowledged ecclesiastical com- 


daughters, besides other relatives of theirs who munions, a few more are tolerated namely, the 
joined in. They appeared quite as seriously Methodists, the Baptists and the Congregationalists. 
minded, or rather more so, than the most of the Concerning Home Mission, we are glad to notice some 
people one meets when travelling in South America, _ revival since a few years, and we are thankful to say 
and yet on Good Friday, their most holy day, | that some weeks ago the first Protestant hospital was 
making plenty noise over it. When this was The of the H 7% 

mentioned to the father of the family in a friendly way Sayin 
he seemed to think it wasn't quite right, ‘but,’ said he, Bamberg. mecting in the form of a sacred concert © 
‘it was that other Sefiora ” (staying at the same hotel) _ with short addresses in between the 
“that indaced my daughters to begin.’ Next morning | choruses. The singing was performed by several 
the eldest daughter informed me seriously that she Dislonepes | 
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| Evangelical Alliance was held at the Freemasons would have to confess about it, but evidently thought 
et Hall on November roth, Colonel Sparks it would be easily made all right. My surprise was 
Rickmend. presiding. The Rev. AE. Foster (the therefore considerable to note that, although in a 
Si hon. secretary) gave a brief account of somewhat private manner, the *cards" were going 
7 is : the work done locally during the year, and drew again on Easter Sanday, and with quite as much 
3! attention to the forthcoming week of prayer. Mr. noise as on Good Friday. We managed to get two of 
| | | F. W. Dimbleby (the hon. treasurer) showed that the the young ladies to read out the Gospel account of the 
M receipts during the year. after all expenses locally had crucifixion of our Lord on Good Friday, and after 
: been met, left a balance to be sent to the parent doing s they declared that to their surprise we be- 
; Society, and this was agreed to. The Chairman,in lieved as they did, and that if we could only accept 
) the course of a short address, said that he was indeed the Pope and confession we should be good Catholics | 
| thankful for the existence of the Alliance. Although A wealthy Chilian lady said to me, ‘I wonder why we 
: he was a loyal member of the Church of England, he are taught that Christ rose from the dead on Saturday. 
te enjoyed undenominational work more than any other. | suppose it is because they don't want to give us the 
4 : Many years ago he was somewhat narrow-minded, and = pain of thinking He was so long in the tomb,” and 
i thought that it was not possible to work with Christians _ this after hearing the story as contained in the Gospets ' 
of all denominations, but he had changed since those Her husband, of rather a more independent frame of 
3 . days. There was plenty of work for Christians to do mind, said, ‘I like your Protestant way of putting 
¥ in fighting the common foes of all, namely,immorality, things better than ours, because it is just. as it is written 
ti gambling, drunkenness, infidelity and the incursions of in the book.’” 
zz } Romanism. Addresses were also delivered by Mr. Our correspondent in Vienna writes : “ Vienna has 
3 Scott and by Mr. E. P. Field (General Secretary), cearly fifty-five thousand Protestants. Six thousand to 
i on the most recent operations of the Alliance. eight thousand belong to the Reformed 
ras : Our Secretary writes, “I have had some interesting Austria. 3 Church and forty-five thousand to forty- 
f : conversations with educated Roman Catholics in South seven thousand to the Lutheran com- 
7 he America. | was surprised at the way munion. They are attended by two Calvinist ministers 
‘t / Argentina. in which their teachers inculcate error assisted by two vicars and by five Lutheran ministers, 
t 13 on y morning, they sai y were alwaystaught gather the unbelievers and to wake up their interest 
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“PRACTICAL RESOLUTIONS.” 


Agreed upon by the London Conference (1846), 
and adopted by the Brilish Organisation — 
al the Manchester Conference (1846). 


The following Resotvtions are read, and 
commended to the practical attention of the — 


at the inauguration of the Alliance in 1846. 


1. That the members of this Alliance carnesily and | 


a ¥ectionately recommend to each other in their own 
conduct, and particularly in their own use of the press, 
carefally to abstain from and put away all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil-epeaking, 
with all malice , and in all things in which they may 
yet differ from each other, to be kind, tender-hearted, 
forbearing one another in love, forgiving one another, 
even as God, for Christ's sake, hath forgiven them ; 
im everything seeking to be followers of God, 2s dear 
children, and to walk in love, as Christ also hath 
loved them. 

2. That as the Christian union which this Alliance 
desires to promote can only be obtained through the 
blessed energy of the Holy Spirit, it be recommended 


to the members present, and absent brethren, to make — 


thts matter the subject of simultaneous weekly petition 
at the throne of grace, in their closets and families ; 
arg the forenoon of Monday is suggested as the time 
for that purpose. And that it be further recommended 
that the week beginning with the first Lord's Day of 
Janaary, in cach year, be observed by the members and 
friends of the Alliance throughowt the world, as a 
season for concert in prayer on bebalf of the grand 
objects contemplated by the Alliance. 

3. That in seeking the correction of what the mem- 
bers of the Alliance believe to be wrong in others they 
desire, in humble dependence on the grace of God, 
themselves to obey, and by their practice and influence | 
to impress upon others the command of Christ, to con- 
sider first the beam that is in their own eye : that they 
will, therefore, strive to promote, cach in his own 
commanion, a spirit of repentance and humiliation for 
its peculiar sins ; and to exercise a double measure of 
forbearance in reproving, where reproof is needful, 
thie faults of those Christian brethren who belong to 
other bodies than their own. 

4 That when required by conscience to assert of 
defend any views or principles wherein they differ 
from Christian brethren who agree with them in vital 
truths, the members of this Alliance will aim carnestly, 
by the help of the Holy Spirit, to avoid all rash and 
groundless insinuations, personal imputations, or irri- 
tating allusions, and to maintain thé meckness and 
gentleness of Christ, by speaking the truth only in love. 

§. That, while they believe it highly desirable that 
Christians of different bodies, holding the Head, should 


“the Bragyetical Allance affords, the members of the 
_ Alliance disclaim the thought that those only who 
openly join the society are sincere friends to the cause 
_ of Christian Union: that, on the contrary, they regard 
all those as its true friends who solemnly purpose in 

| their hearts, and fulfil thal purpose im their practice, to 
more tender and charitable towards Christians from 

| whom they differ, and more constant in prayer for the 
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as gentlemen, who | Of the 
principles and work of the E.A., are 
invited to send their names for en- 
rolment as members. It is expected 
thal cath member will subscribe some 
amount to sustain the work 
of the Alliance. Please write, send- 

ing name and address to The Secre- 
tary, 7, Adam Street, Strand. 


The minimum subscription is 2/6. 


Donors of £20 and are 


the srwileges of Life 


ote the -room meel- 
ngs. Ome of the ries will al- 


ways be ready to speak ak at such meelings. 


fore invite, humbly and earnestly, all ministers of the 
Gospel, all conductors of religious publicalions, and 
whe hive in verie bodies of 
: Christians, to watch more than ever againsf the sins 
7 | of the heart, or the tongue, or the pen, towards 
f Christians of other denominations ; and to promote 
}. more zealously than hitherto a spirit of peace, unity, 
and godly love among all true believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
z 7. That, since all the disciples of Christ are com- 
_ manded by the Holy Spirit to add to brotherly kind- 
| mess love, and are bound to pray that all who profess 
_ and call themselves Christians should be led into the 
| way of truth, it is earnestly seoommended to the 
4 members of the Evangelical Alliance to offer special 
N prayer for all merely nominal Christians, as well as 
ile for Jews and Gentiles throughout the world. _ 
HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER OF 
entilled to al. 
| Membership. 
The Secre will be glad to for- 


